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The West Virginia Humanities Council, an independent nonpartisan nonprofit, is
the state affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. The Council is supported by 
the NEH, the State of West Virginia, and contributions from the private sector. The purposes 
of the West Virginia Humanities Council are educational, and its mission is to support a 
vigorous program in the humanities statewide in West Virginia. The Council is governed by 
its Board of Directors.

Staff

Our work in 2024 was 
made possible by the 
generous support of the 
National Endowment for 
the Humanities, the West 
Virginia Department of Arts, 
Culture & History, and many 
other organizations and 
individuals. Our donor honor 
roll follows.

Visit the West Virginia Humanities Council at wvhumanities.org donors continued

Annua l
Repo r t

The next Board 
Meeting is April 11, 
2025, in Elkins. It is 
open to the public.

UNDERWRITER / 1863 
   Club Members	
Bernard H. and Blanche E. 
   Jacobson Foundation
Carter Family Foundation
Gerald Davis
Federation of State Humanities 
   Councils
H. B. Wehrle Foundation
Herbert Henderson Office of 
   Minority Affairs
Herscher Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
National Endowment for the 
   Humanities
Pam Tarr and Gary Hart
Jeannie K. Todaro
United Bank
West Virginia Department of Arts, 
   Culture & History

BENEFACTOR / 1863 
   Club Members	
Anonymous (3)
Leslie Baker
William Bartley
Beth Batdorf and John Bresland
Barbara C. and Ralph J. Bean Jr.
Patrick Cassidy
Greg Coble and CB Babcock
Thomas Cook
Pam and Charlie Delauder
Helen Epps
Laurie Erickson
Barbara Fleischauer and Robert 
   Bastress
Lisa and Monty Fowler
E. Gordon Gee
Samme L. Gee
Michael Harpold
Richard Hess
Barbara and Steve Hopta
Susan and Bob Maslowski
Carol and J. Dan McCarthy
Carol and John McCuskey
Tia and Bob McMillan
Margaret and Jerry Miller
Heike and Todd Mills
Lois Payne—in memory of
   Mark Payne

Dear Friends:

One year ago, the West Virginia Humanities 
Council was preparing an ambitious schedule to 
commemorate our golden anniversary of sustaining, 

supporting, and growing West Virginia’s cultural ecosystem. Looking 
back, we’re reminded how fortunate we are to have a community of 
friends, partners, and collaborators who help us fulfill that work.

In 2024, we hosted anniversary celebrations throughout the 
state, showcasing our West Virginia Folklife Program and welcoming 
hundreds of grantees, partners, and supporters. Our wildly successful 
traveling exhibit Born of Rebellion: West Virginia Statehood and the 
Civil War toured a dozen stops in eight counties in towns of every size, 
hosted by libraries, arts and technical centers, historical societies, the 
Robert C. Byrd Center for Congressional History in Shepherdstown, 
and even the West Virginia State Capitol Rotunda for West Virginia’s 
birthday week in June.

Through the National Endowment for the Humanities’ United We 
Stand: Connecting Through Culture initiative, our springtime Little 
Lectures series featured national experts offering perspectives on 
state, national, and global conflicts. We partnered with the Stubblefield 
Institute for Civil Political Communication at Shepherd University for 
public conversations about topics ranging from online hate speech to 
new developments in West Virginia’s economic and cultural climate.

We completed Phase I of our comprehensive improvement to    
e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia Online, making it more user
friendly with a special emphasis on the next generation of students.
And in October, our annual McCreight Lecture in the Humanities
welcomed a packed house to Charleston’s oldest existing theater to
enjoy a memorable evening of reading and discussion with author
Percival Everett.

In a way, it was a year of ordinary pursuits—grants, programs, and
public events. But, for our 50th anniversary, we also swung for the
fences by upgrading and expanding our beloved legacy programs and
were rewarded with a gracious outpouring of support.

We are well set to build on that success in 2025. And we thank you, 
as always, for your belief in and friendship to our Council’s work. 

      Sincerely,

George “Gib” Brown, Board President

			    		  and  Dono r  Hono r  Ro l l

George “Gib” Brown, President 
Clarksburg

Leslie Baker
Beckley

Matthew Bond 
Charleston

Gregory Coble
Shepherdstown

Laurie Erickson 
Morgantown

Cicero Fain III
Huntington

Ann Farr
Frankford

Patrick Felton
Wheeling

Rita Hedrick-Helmick
Glenville

Charles Ledbetter 
Charleston

J. Dan McCarthy
Fayetteville

Artist William D. Goebel’s 1999 rendition 
of our headquarters, the 1836 MacFarland-
Hubbard House in Charleston.

2024: OUR IMPACT

$318,536 
awarded through 
40 grants,         
10 fellowships, 
and 7 travel 
assistance grants

Scan the code or visit 
wvhumanities.org to 
read our full 2024 
Activities Report

Programs 

Grants & Programs

100 History Alive! 
performances 
statewide

400+ McCreight 
and Little Lecture 
attendees

10 Folklife 
Apprenticeship 
Pairs selected

30 new veteran 
biographies 
written by 50 
high school 
students through 
our National 
Cemeteries 
Project

$81,853 
dedicated to 
expanding and 
rebuilding e-WV

$131,309 
devoted to 
preserving 
West Virginia’s 
vibrant cultural 
heritage

New exhibit 
visited 12 
venues in        
8 counties

e-WV rebuilt
to improve
functions,
features, and
classroom
use

400,000+
people served

Michele Moure-Reeves 
Mathias

Paul Papadopoulos	
Hurricane

Katrena Ramsey
Ravenswood

Lisa Rose
Morgantown

Tom Sopher
Beckley

Megan Tarbett
Hurricane

Pam Tarr 
Charleston

John Unger
Martinsburg

Bryson VanNostrand 	
Buckhannon

Lydia Warren
Fairmont



  

   Designates GEM 
        (give-every month) 
        donors

Barbara and Norval Rasmussen
Paige Richardson  
Judy K. Rule
Marion and Richard Sinclair—in  
   memory of Joseph C. Jefferds, Jr.
Phyllis and Ray Smock
Elizabeth Spangler
Edwin Sweeney
Bonnie Bowman Thurston
E. Marie Van Meter
Jessica and Eric Waggoner  
Lisa and Paul Welch
Mary and C. B. Wilson
	
PATRON	
John C. Allen Jr.
Jennifer Archer  
Anna and Kenneth Bailey
Ruth Brooks
Sheryl Previll Browne
Carolyn and Stan Cavendish
Betsy and Bob Conte
Suzanne Crandall
Sally and Horace Emery
Norman L. Fagan
Victor Folio
Kathy and Dan Foster
Janet and Mark Greathouse
Paula R. Hall
Bill and Pam Harvit
Huntington Federal Savings Bank
The James & Law Company
Alice and David Javersak
Shirley Neitch Kahle
Elisabeth Rose Lathrop	
Dewayne Lowther—in memory of 
   Ginnie Lowther
Callen McJunkin
William P. McNeel
Pam Miller
Sandy Murphy and Charles Loeb
NTV Asset Management	
Ann and Bob Orders
Emily and Paul Papadopoulos
Nina Peyton
Mary and Ray Ratliff
Simone and Jay Thomas	
June and Richard B. Walker
Barbara Warren and Duane Dombek
Liz and Louis Weisberg
Jane and Kenneth Wright—
   in memory of Dr. Steven 
   Jubelirer	
ZMM, Inc.
	
SUSTAINER	
Marianne Alexander
Joyce Butler McKee Allen
Nancy and George “Gib” Brown
Stan Bumgardner 

 
Jack Campbell
Michael Chancey
Camille and John Copenhaver
Carol Sue Del Col  
Sarah N. Denman
Pat Garner
Hannah and Garry Geffert
Karen Goff
Faye and Joe Guilfoile
Rita Hedrick Helmick—in memory   
   of James Hedrick
Carol Jewell
Kanawha-Roxalana Co.

Janet Kemp
David Lee King
Charles Ledbetter
Matthew McCreight and Kathryn 
   Greene-McCreight
Rebecca Deem McGinnis
Britt and Judy McJunkin
Michele Moure-Reeves  
Amy and David Pancake
Paige and Lewis Payne
Mimi Pickering
Pomeroy Foundation
PrayWorks, LLC
Patricia Proctor
Trip Shumate
Stuart Lewis Smith
Debby Sonis
Judith Gold Stitzel
Debra and Ken Sullivan
Laura Brady and Timothy Sweet
Megan Tarbett  
Terrell Ellis & Associates	
Visit Mountaineer Country CVB
Diane and D. Stephen Walker
Kyle Warmack  
Dolores and Bill Yoke
	
SPONSOR	
Anonymous (4)	
Andrea Allen  
Doris B. Andrews
Calvert and Ted Armbrecht
Karen Arms
Marion H. Baer
Nancy and Jim Balow
Eddie and Betty Barrett
Kenneth T. Batty
Carolyn Becker
Elizabeth Belcher  
Mary Katherine Bennett	
Michelle Biggs  
Mrs. Carter V. Blundon
Boone County Genealogical Society
Elizabeth J. and P. Nathan Bowles
Myla and Jack Bowman
Judy Bradford
Lucy Briggs
Bonnie and Gary Brown
Nancy Bulla
Eleanor L. Byrnes
Becky Calwell
Heather Campbell  
Lisa Fischer Casto and John Casto
Gloriann and James Caudill
Sonia and Robert Chambers
Marlies M. Charbonniez
Elizabeth Early Chilton
Annette and George Cipriani
Tatiana Bogdan and William Coffey
Lewis A. Cook
Frank D’Abreo
Nancy and Richard (Capt. Dick) 
   Daugherty—in memory of The Earl 
   of Elkview George Daugherty	
Freddy Davis
Margaret and John Demer
Peggy Dolan
Nancy and John Droppleman
Kim and Charlie Duff
Linda Elliott and Steve Logan
Josephine Fidler
Lynn and John Firebaugh
Carly and Bruce Flack

Anna and Peyton Forbes
Leska, Mark, and Andrew Foster
Jane Fotos
Alex Franklin
Ellen and Dick Freer
Alice Giles 

 
Susan and Tom Gilpin
Michael Gioulis
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Goldsmith Sr.
Anna L. Gray
Sheila and Jack Grimm
Susan and David Hardesty
Robert U. Harris	
Arnold Harrison
Cheryl and Marc Harshman
Monica and Mark Hatfield
Rosemary Hathaway  
Chris Hedges and Tom Whittier
Jolanda Holmes
Lucy Hornor
Sissy Isaac
Linda Jacknowitz
Annie and Eugene Jeffus
Judy Jones
Jay L. Joslin
Julia Kastner 
Lauren Keller  
Susan Kelley—in memory of 
   Betsy K. McCreight  
Karen and Doug Kinnett
Francene and Jerry Kirk
Virginia Kirkwood
Anne Knight
Mrs. Miriam Knight
Alan and Carol Kuhlman 
Meg and Joseph Laker
Tricia Lally
John Lambertson
J. Thomas Lane
Karen K. Larry
Priscilla Lawson
Margaret Mary Layne
Susan and Ronald Lewis
Sally and Charlie Love
Marie Manilla
Catherine Martin 
Lew and Carolyn McDaniel
Becky and Carl McLaughlin

Val S. McWhorter
Dawn Miller and Greg Moore
Mary Alice and Gerald Milnes
Juli and Donald F. Mock III
Katie and Dakota Morris  
Stephen Moseley
Carolyn and Michael Naylor
Nelle Ratrie Chilton Charitable 
   Trust
Madelynn and Justin O’Dell  
Ailene Pearce
Leslie Petteys
The Philip B. and Rebecca S.
   Lepanto Fund of the 
   Foundation for the Tri-State 
   Community, Inc.
Rebekah Prichard  
Katrena Ramsey  
Ann and Bruce Ratcliff
Brooke Rawson  
Timothy Reese  
Bill Reynolds
Maria Carmen and Steve 
   Riddel
Alice Riecks
Ann Robinson
R. Terrance Rodgers
Beth Rogers  
Donn Rogosin
Jerry Roueche  
Larry L. Rowe
Sharon and Jim Rowe
George Rutherford
Savannah Schafer  
Karen and Jim Scherr
Cookie Soldo Schultz and 
   Bernie Schultz 
Beth See
Ann Serafin
Mary Severson
Kathy and John Shott
Robin Snyder  
Becky and Bob Steptoe
Anne and Dennis Strawn
Tricia Stringer  
Sissie Summers
Louisa Swift and Jack Levin
Carrie and Jeff Swing

Susan Tams—in memory of 
   Kemp W. Winfree
Mark Tauger
Carol and Maury Taylor
Catherine Taylor
Eleanor Jayne Taylor
Donald Teter
Mary and Victor Thacker
James Thibeault	
Benjamin Thomas
Rhonda and Dwight Thornton
Rebecca and Tom Tinder
Nancy and Phil Tissue
Martin Townsend
Elizabeth Tuck 
Sam Turley 
Marie Tyler-McGraw
VanNostrand Architects
John N. Vielkind Jr.
Nancy and James Waggoner
Dale and Hank Walter
Daniel and Delores Ward
Steve and Connie Washburn
Kit Wellford
West Virginia Archeological Society
Rita Wicks Nelson—in memory 
   of Leonard Nelson
Hank Willard
Taunja Willis-Miller
Martha Hopper and Charles Wirts
Happy Wolphe  
Martha and David Woodward
Karen and Thomas Yokum
Fred Ziegler
David and Chris Zinn
	
FRIEND	
Alice and Mike Abernethy
Jes Agnew 
Timothy Alderman
Barbara and Raymond Alvarez
Keira Amstutz
Belinda Anderson
Colleen Anderson
Ede J. Ashworth
The Aurora Project, Inc.
Carolyn Bagby
Melissa Bannister
David Allen Barnette
Henry Battle
Cheryl A. Belcher
Nicholas Blanton
Robert G. Bonar	
Charlotte Bowman
Amelia Brekeller
Margaret A. Brennan
Mrs. Arnold J. Brody
Jason Burns 
Ireland Butler 
Campbell Flannagan Murrell House  
   Museum
Edwin Cantley
Victoria Casey
Beth and Jeff Chiparo
B. Diane Clements
Jane and Ben Crutchfield
Mary and Barry Curry
Sandra Czernek
Judy and Len Deutsch
Alan DeYoung
Pattye Dodson
Nancy and Bob Douglas
Arthur Doumaux

John Draper
Joyce Dunlap
Martha and Kelley Endres
Cicero M. Fain III
Anita Farrell

  
Susan Feller
Denise Ferguson
Eleanor Finn
June Friedlander
R. Fred Frum
Sharon and David Fuerst
Nicholas A. Ghaphery Jr.
William Gorby 
Grant County Arts Council, Inc.
Dalton Greene
Jeanne Grimm
Teddi and James Grogan
Sandra Hamon Gunther
Angela Hampton
Harpers Ferry Park Association
William L. Harris
Brenda Harshbarger
James F. Hawk
Jesse Heady 
Dale C. Hicks
Historic Shepherdstown Commission 
   & Museum
Paul Hodges
Suzanne Hodroge
Tina Holley
Jackson County Historical Society
Lawrence Johnson
Adam Jones 
Janet and Kirk Judd
Charl and David Kappel
Barrie and Tod Kaufman
Kathryn Kay
Kelli Keith 
Andrea Keller
Kathie King
Jonette Kirkwood 
S. A. Kleckner
Andrew Kolovos 
Pete Kosky
Anne Lambright and Steven Knopp
Mary L. Lane
Olivia Hubbard 
Helena E. Lee
Kent Leonhardt
Leann and Hunter Lesser
Walt Lesser
Rachel Lilly 
Joan B. Linhardt, Ph.D.
Shelley and Lee Maddex
Nancy Malcomb
John Manchester
Sara and Thomas Marchio
Judy Marteney
Jewell Roark Matthews
Rachel Maynard 
Carla and Phillip McClure
Terri L. McDougal
Maria McKelvey
Mary and Mark McOwen
Mark McRoberts
Velma C. and Jerry Meadows
Kim and Tom Michaud
Montserrat Miller and Dan Holbrook
Harry B. Mills
G. Thomas Minshall
Rhonda and Harry Mitchell
Rick Modesitt
Diane Moss

Pat and Charles Moyers
Nancy Newfeld
Otis L. O’Connor
Nancy Oudekerk
Ralph Pedersen
Thomas Perdue 
Susan and Roger Perry
Christine Jones and Billy Joe 
   Peyton—in memory of Dr. Emory 
   Kemp
Robert Pomphrey
Tracy Regalia
Cathy and Joe Rice
Erin and David Riebe 
Eleanor Ringel
Mindi Rival 
Judy and Tom Rodd
Rowlesburg Revitalization
Karen Rudolph
Doris St. Clair
Kaila St. Louis
Jessica Salfia 
Elizabeth Satterfield
P. J. and Tom Scarr
Dorothy and Bill Scharf
John Shirley 
Bob Shumaker and Family
Jim Siekmeier
Fran Simone
Vickie Skavenski
Alexander M. Smith
Andrew Smith
Barbara Ellen Smith
Katy and Don Smith
Nathan Smith
Anna and Kim Smucker
Steve Snodgrass
Teresa and Tom Sopher
Kay and Kelly Sparks
Pat and Dave Stanton
Fay and Greg Stump
Molly Superfesky 
Gerald D. Swick
Kimble Talley
Barbara and Sidney Tedford
Stephen D. Trail
Barbara Tuckwiller
George Updike
Fawn Valentine
Diana and Donald Van Horn
Linda Van Meter
Melanie and Ed Van Metre
Catherine and Louis Volpe
Karen Vuranch and Gene 
   Worthington
Judy Wagner
Buffy Merrill Wallace
Vivian Weigel
Jo Weisbrod and Hanno Kirk
Susan Wheeler
Cynthia Jayne Whitlow
Cassandra B. and William R. Whyte
Jeanie and Joseph Wiest
C. Michael Williams
Jennie Williams 

 
Victoria Willman
Richard Wolfe

Total Support:  $1,890,078 
Total Expenses:$1,835,529
Net Income:     $    54,549

In our role as the official
state affiliate of the National 

Endowment for the Humanities, 
in 2024, the Council brought 

$980,309 in federal funding to 
West Virginia. We delivered an 

additional $241,305 in funding from 
federal agencies and departments 

other than the NEH.

*Other income includes earned income 
($24,260), gain on investments 
($122,535), and revenue from other 
sources ($17,041).

$980,309
National Endowment for the 

Humanities (NEH) 51.9%

2024 
SUMMARY

OF 
SUPPORT $241,305

Other Federal 
Grants
12.8%$250,000

State of WV
Appropriation

13.2%

$254,628
Private 

Donations
13.4%

$163,836
Other Income* 

8.7%

2024: OUR FINANCES

The figures and charts shown here are based on actual, unaudited financial information as reported internally to management and the Board of Directors. The West Virginia Humanities Council is audited 
annually by an independent auditor, with each year’s audit available for public inspection by April of the following year. Fiscal year 2024 ended October 31.

Looking ahead to 2025, our 
Board of Directors has approved a 
budget of $1,859,618, of which 
$1,354,858 will be dedicated to 
grants and programs. This includes 
a fourth year of the West Virginia 
National Cemeteries Project, an 

expanded Folklife Apprenticeship 
Program, and new content for e-WV: 

The West Virginia Encyclopedia Online, in 
addition to regular programs.

73% of our total spending in 
2025 will be devoted to grants 
and programs

2024 
SUMMARY

OF 
EXPENSES

$88,295
Financial Development 

4.8%

$867,001
Programs

47.2%

$463,550
General 

Management
25.3%

$416,683
Grants 
22.7%

In 2024, the Council received slightly fewer grant requests than in previous years, allowing 
us to increase support for programming. Our primary revenue source was the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, followed by private donations, the State of West
Virginia, other federal grants, and earned income and investment gains.






