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s The Little Lectures keep coming...

75 and counting

Documentarian Elaine McMillion Sheldon delivers the May Little Lecture. 

Mark Payne figures that the Humanities Council Little Lectures, which began in the spring of 
2001, are the longest-running lecture series in West Virginia. Mark has managed the series 
since its second year, when he hired on as Humanities Council program officer, and he counts 

the recent May lecture as Number 75.
It’s a simple concept: Recruit great speakers for Sunday afternoon parlor talks with 35-45 guests, 

on an advance reservation basis with however many extras will fit, followed by wine and hors d’oeuvres 

in the pleasant environs of one of Charleston’s 
most historic houses. We charge $10 to cover 
refreshments, and usually can find a series 
sponsor (APCO this year, acknowledged on page 
6) to defray the speaker fees. Bottom line, the 
Little Lectures are among the most economical 
programs we run and definitely among the most 
popular.

Venue is very much part of the equation. When 
we acquired our 1836 house on Charleston’s 
riverfront boulevard, President Henry Battle of 
the local historical society told us that the best 
way to preserve historic property is to keep it in 
productive use. 

As Henry put it, old houses must work for their 
living, same as people, and Little Lectures are 
one way we put this house to work. We begin 
each talk by welcoming our audience to “the 
historic MacFarland-Hubbard House.” Folks are 
encouraged to explore the place, including our 
upstairs offices for those who want to venture 
behind the scenes. Every lecture brings at least 
a few new visitors who otherwise might never 
have found us, and that’s part of the plan.

Flexibility is everything in managing a multi-
purpose property. Council employees are adept 
at throwing together a pop-up auditorium on the 

Friday afternoons preceding Sunday lectures. We 
keep wooden folding chairs — wedding chairs, 
I call them, with the comfortably padded seats 
— in the back shed, along with a special cart 
to wheel them out. The lectern is a repurposed 
music stand, sturdy enough for a speaker’s 
notes but easily set aside and out of the way. 
Electronics come and go as needed, as does a 
pull-down projection screen normally residing in 
the hall closet. A digital recorder is lashed into 
the chandelier just before show time.

For years, Jennifer Soule catered the Little 
Lectures at no cost to us, her generous way of 
staying involved after leaving the Humanities 
Council board of directors. Jennifer volunteered 
her time and culinary talent, even buying all the 
fixings. She was warmly received whenever we 
managed to lure her to the front of the house, 
and we always figured that probably as many 
people came for the “Soule Food” as for intellec-
tual nourishment from the podium. 

Jennifer ’s husband, the late Glade Little, liked 
to joke that the lectures were named for him. 
We let him get away with it so long as Jennifer 
was working the kitchen, but actually the Little 
Lectures name comes from the fact that we can 
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The West Virginia 
Humanities Council 
is a nonprofit organization 
governed by its board of 
directors. 

People & Mountains is published three times a 
year by the West Virginia Humanities Council.

A state affiliate of the National Endowment for 
the Humanities, the West Virginia Humanities 
Council serves West Virginia through grants and 
direct programs in the humanities.

We welcome letters, comments, and financial 
contributions. Please address correspondence 
to West Virginia Humanities Council, 1310 
Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, WV 
25301 or zuros@wvhumanities.org. 

Ken Sullivan  Executive Director
Kim Duff  Fiscal Officer
Emily Hilliard  State Folklorist
Mike Keller  e-WV Media Editor
Victoria Paul  Director of Development
Mark Payne  Program Officer
Erin Riebe  Grants Administrator
Debby Sonis  Administrator
Paul Zuros  Operations/Communications

AC Designs  Publication Design

Spreading it around
Our Humanities Council is the West Virginia affiliate of the National 

Endowment for the Humanities, gratefully receiving about half our annual 
budget from that direction. Such funds are equitably distributed by long-
standing formula to humanities councils nationwide. 

In addition to apportioning federal dollars to state humanities councils, the 
NEH also awards grants on a competitive basis to colleges, museums and 
similar institutions. These competitive funds have traditionally been less evenly 
distributed, going disproportionately to the more populous urban states. 

Such states have the elite institutions, more of them anyway, and it’s 
not surprising that they produce more great grant proposals than do less 
advantaged places. Everything else aside, these are the proposals most likely 
to be funded, in a problem common to grant makers public and private and by 
no means limited to the NEH. 

It’s a certain recipe for the rich to get richer but hard to correct within a 
meritocracy. And compounding matters is the fact that funding decision-
makers themselves come disproportionately from privileged places and 
institutions.

Against this background, it is refreshing to hear incoming NEH Chairman Jon 
Peede’s take on grant making. Peede comes from Mississippi. He is acquainted 
with out-of-the-way parts of the country and wants to make sure that such 
places are represented in grants decisions at his agency. Toward that end, he 
has pledged to routinely include people from all states on NEH grant-review 
panels.

Peede discussed his policy on a February visit to West Virginia. Soon 
afterwards I was pleased to be asked to take part on a grants panel and 
gratified to find myself serving with colleagues from Arkansas and South 
Dakota. We reviewed proposals from big cities and also from communities that 
would be quite small even in our own rural states. None of these places was 
beyond our experience, and I’m satisfied they all got full and fair consideration. 
   Panel recommendations are advisory, and we haven't yet heard how it all 
came out. But it is reassuring to know that the National Endowment for the 
Humanities is committed to spreading its resources throughout the great 
country it serves.

          – Ken Sullivan

Charlie Delauder   
 President 

Kevin Barksdale 
 Huntington
Patrick Cassidy
 Wheeling
Bob Conte
 Union
Leslie Dillon 
 Chapmanville
Laurie Erickson
 Morgantown 
Dan Foster 
 Charleston
Susan Hardesty 
 Morgantown
Cheryl Hartley 
 Beckley
Elliot Hicks   
 Charleston
Marsha Krotseng 
 Bluefield
Margaret Mary Layne 
 Huntington
Gayle Manchin 
 Charleston
Tia C. McMillan 
 Shepherdstown
Gerald Milnes 
 Elkins
D. F. Mock
 Charleston
Amy Pancake 
 Romney
Billy Joe Peyton 
 Charleston
Patricia Proctor 
 Huntington
Elisabeth H. Rose
 Independence
Raymond W. Smock 
 Martinsburg
Timothy Sweet 
 Morgantown
Megan Tarbett 
 Hurricane
Lisa Welch 
 Shepherdstown

Next Board Meeting 
July 20, 2018, 
Clarksburg. 
Open to the public. 

The Board of Directors welcomes three new members elected at the recent 
board meeting in Lewisburg: Patrick Cassidy of Wheeling, president of Cassidy, 
Cogan, Shapell & Vogelin; Margaret Mary Layne of Huntington, CEO of Layne 
Consulting; and Patricia Proctor of Huntington, director of the Simon Perry 
Center for Constitutional Democracy at Marshall University.  We thank departing 
board members Kay Goodwin of Charleston and Dolores Yoke of Clarksburg. 
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Continued from page 1

Some Favorite Lectures
While it’s not possible to list 75 Little 
Lectures in this space, Mark Payne offers 
some favorites from over the years:

Allen Chambers  on West Virginia 
architecture, September 2002

Irene McKinney on poetry, May 2003

Bob Beanblossom on state parks history, 
March 2005

Ed Rabel on journalism, February 2006

Anne Hobson Freeman on novelist Mary 
Lee Settle, June 2008

Mark Sohn on Appalachian food, June 
2009

Billy Edd Wheeler on Appalachian writing, 
March 2010

Grant Cooper on classical music, May 
2011

Peter Hatch on Thomas Jefferson’s 
gardens, March 2012

Denise Giardina on her Mine Wars fiction, 
June 2012

Don Page on the crafts movement, May 
2013

John Alexander Williams on the  West 
Virginia sesquicentennial, June 2013

Carter Taylor Seaton on hippie 
homesteaders, April 2014

Ken Ward, Jr. on the Blankenship trial, 
April 2016

And Jean Edward Smith, various dates, 
on Eisenhower, FDR, and Ulysses S. 

Grant.

Of course, the one that matters 
now is the one coming up 
next: Folklorist Rosemary 
Hathaway will close the 2018 
Little Lecture series with “Hillbilly 
or Frontiersman: A Brief Cultural 
History of the WVU Mountaineer 
Mascot” at 2:00 p.m., Sunday, 

June 24, at the MacFarland-
Hubbard House in Charleston. 

Contact Mark Payne at (304) 346-
8500 or payne@wvhumanities.org.

accommodate only a “little” crowd here. Three dozen people 
is pushing it without overflowing into the adjacent room, as 
usually happens. 

As much as we love the alliteration, these truly are little 
lectures. That’s as regards audience size, anyway. The ideas 
themselves are sometimes pretty huge.

Number 75 turned out to be a great one, featuring Netflix 
documentarian and Oscar nominee Elaine McMillion Sheldon. 
A real coal miner’s daughter with Richwood roots, growing 
up partly in Logan, graduating from South Charleston High 
School and now living in Charleston: Elaine understands us 
pretty well. She’s one of a number of young West Virginians 
(Catherine Venable Moore also comes to mind) demonstrating 
that it’s possible to do world-class work from right here at 
home.

Sheldon is best known for her Heroin(e) documentary, about 
Huntington Fire Chief Jan Rader and other women fighting the 
deadly opioid crisis. She talked mostly about Heroin(e) and 
more recent work, including Recovery Boys, which is set for 
Netflix release in late June. An early breakthrough project of 
hers was Hollow, a 2013 interactive documentary funded by a 
Humanities Council media grant.   

I believe Elaine was our first Academy Awards nominee, but 
we’ve had Emmy winners in the series before and a host of 
other awards and credentials represented among our lectur-
ers. There was a Ken Burns producer a while back (who also 
lives and works in West Virginia), a retired NBC/CBS foreign 
correspondent, and Hoppy Kercheval, the ever-popular king of 
West Virginia media commentators. There have been lectures 
on Shakespeare performance and why Shakespeare matters, 
and on American literature as represented by Poe, Thoreau 
and others. We’ve heard about Islam from an imam and from 
an Eastern Orthodox priest about his faith tradition, and all 
about John Henry, John Brown, and other characters and top-
ics of West Virginia’s eventful past.

Eclectic is the word, and at this point we can fill the house 
for just about any topic. Next up is a history of the WVU 
Mountaineer mascot, and I recommend you put 
your name in early if you want a seat in our 
decidedly little Little Lecture hall.  

               
   – Ken Sullivan

Ken Sullivan, Humanities Council 
executive director since 1997, has 
introduced almost all the Little 
Lectures. He recalls lectures on frontier 
archeology, West Virginia wildflowers, 
country music, and bookbinding as 
among the most memorable.

We use this “little lecturer” as our Little Lectures      
logo. It is the silhouette of historian Ron Lewis, 

who delivered lecture Number 60 in May 2014.
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The Humanities Council 
welcomes applications in the 
following grant categories.
 
Major Grants ($20,000 
maximum) support major 
humanities projects, 
symposiums, conferences, 
exhibits, lectures. 
Due: Sept. 1, Feb. 1   

Minigrants ($1,500 
maximum) support small 
projects, single events, or 
planning and consultation. 
Due: Oct. 1, Feb. 1, April 1, 
June 1  

Fellowships ($2,500)
support research and writing 
projects by humanities 
faculty and independent 
scholars. 
Due: Feb. 1 

Media Grants ($20,000 
maximum) support projects 
intended to produce audio or 
video products, websites, or 
a newspaper series. 
Due: Sept. 1 

Publication Grants 
($20,000 maximum) 
are available to nonprofit 
presses and academic 
presses, and support the 
production phase of a 
completed manuscript.  
Due: Sept. 1 

Teacher Institute Grants 
($25,000 maximum) are  
available to colleges and 
universities, and the state 
Department of Education,         
and support summer              
seminars for secondary 
and elementary teachers. 
Due: Sept. 1 

Fellowship and grant 
applications may be 
submitted online
at www.wvhumanities.
org. Contact Erin Riebe 
with any questions at 
(304)346-8500 or riebe@
wvhumanities.org.  

                 A Real Outlier 
When astronaut John Glenn circled the earth in 
1962, an African-American woman from West Vir-
ginia calculated the orbital equations. A year earlier 
Katherine Johnson (right) had conducted the trajec-
tory analysis for the country’s first human spaceflight.

Born in White Sulphur Springs and educated at 
what is now West Virginia State University, Johnson 
broke race and gender barriers when she began work-
ing for the National Advisory Committee for Aeronau-
tics (later NASA) in 1953, manually computing the 
mathematical calculations so vital to the space program.  

Johnson’s career at NASA was documented in the book Hidden Figures 
and dramatized in the 2016 movie of the same name. Now, a new docu-
mentary produced by Motion Masters of Charleston and funded in part 
by the Humanities Council chronicles Johnson’s life. Outlier: The Story of 
Katherine Johnson premiered April 23 on West Virginia Public Broadcast-

ing. Visit wvpublic.org for upcoming air dates. 

Buck Revival Continues: The first Pearl S. Buck 
“Living Gateway” conference took place with interna-
tional participation at West Virginia University in October 

2016. Now a second such conference is planned for September 13-15 
at West Virginia Wesleyan College in Buckhannon. The Humanities 
Council is a major supporter of both conferences.

The current revival of interest in the Buck legacy in West Virginia 
stems from a 2014 agreement by West Virginia University, West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan, and the Pearl S. Buck Birthplace Foundation to place 
a major Buck manuscript collection at WVU Libraries. All three institu-
tions will participate in the upcoming conference, along with Davis & 
Elkins College. 

Meanwhile, a special group of West Virginia high school and middle 
school students will take part in a Pearl Buck teacher institute this 
month, organized by WVU and funded by the Humanities Council.

Pearl Buck was born in West Virginia and raised by missionary 
parents in China. She received both the Nobel and Pulitzer prizes for 
literature, and is remembered also as a human rights activist.

For more information, visit https://pearlsbuckconference.wvu.edu/.

Augusta at 45: The 45th season of the Augusta 
Heritage Arts Workshops gets under way this summer on 

the campus of Davis & Elkins College in Elkins. Dedicated 
to traditional music, dance, crafts and folklore, the 
workshops are operated by the college’s Augusta Heritage 
Center.

Augusta is best known for its special theme weeks, 
running this year from late July into mid-August, and 
including old-time music as well as blues, bluegrass, 
Cajun/Creole and other genres of American music. 

Daily hour-long cultural sessions, supported by a Humanities 
Council grant, explore the history and heritage behind these 
music traditions. Visit augustaheritagecenter.org. 

Junious Brickhouse dances at Augusta 2017.
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Briefs

Folklife Fieldwork Continues         
The Humanities Council folklife program continues to document, 
present, and preserve West Virginia’s vibrant cultural heritage. In 
recent months, state folklorist Emily Hilliard has conducted 15 oral 
history interviews repre-
senting eight counties. 
   In Monongalia County, 
Hilliard interviewed gospel 
singer Sarah Boyd Little, of 
Scotts Run. Little, who is 
now in her 90’s, sang with 
her high school choir at 
Franklin Roosevelt’s White 
House, and her sister was 
photographed by New 
Deal photographer Walker 
Evans. 

Eastern Panhandle interviews include Benny Snyder (above), a 
woodcarver and poultry farmer who makes miniature models of 
the tools and equipment in his Shepherdstown workshop. Snyder 
makes the models completely himself, casting the metal, carving the 
wood, and riveting the pieces together. For more about West Virginia 
Folklife visit wvhumanities.org.

Paul Zuros is our new operations manager. 
A Weirton native, Paul earned his B.A. in history 
from West Virginia University and his master’s 
in public history from Duquesne. In addition to 
everything to do with our historic house and 
property, Paul also takes charge of communica-
tions at the Humanities Council.

Labor History Symposium. The Wheeling Academy 
of Law and Science Foundation, in partnership with Wheeling 
Heritage and the Ohio County Public Library, will offer the second 
Reuther-Pollack Labor History Symposium on September 1 at the 
First State Capitol in Wheeling. It is named for Wheeling native 
Walter P. Reuther, one of the most influential and charismatic 
labor leaders of the 20th century, and Augustus Pollack, a 
Wheeling business owner whose progressive policies toward 
employees led organized labor to erect a monument in his honor.  

Supported by a Humanities Council grant, the symposium 
will feature presentations from labor historians and from Gavin 
Strassel of the Walter P. Reuther Library of Labor and Urban 
Affairs at Wayne State University. Contact the WALS Foundation 
at spd@walslaw.com. 

Happy 155th, West Virginia! 
Again this year we celebrate 
West Virginia Day with an open 
house at our historic headquar-
ters property in Charleston. 
Built in 1836, the MacFarland-
Hubbard House was standing 
when the Mountain State was 
born in June 1863. Explore the 

house and grounds, have a glass 
of lemonade, and help us honor 
the occasion on June 20 from 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Bil Lepp will be the featured 
storyteller at Huntington’s 
Heritage Farm Museum and 
Village on June 23 as part of 
their Way Back Weekends series. 
Lepp will entertain guests with 
stories woven with themes of 
Appalachian life, supported by 
the Humanities Council. Visit 
heritagefarmmuseum.com.

Capon Bridge Founders Day 
takes place with Humanities 
Council support on September 
29-30, with lectures and demon-
strations on Hampshire County’s  
long and rich history. Presenta-
tions on frontier music, life in na-
tive communities, and life of the 
frontier settlers during the French 
& Indian War are included. Visit 
cbfoundersdayfestival.net.

And More Frankie: Celebration 
of the 200th anniversary of Mary 
Shelley’s novel Frankenstein 
continues with Humanities 
Council support at the Kanawha 
County Public Library. Thomas 
Kiddie, associate professor of 
English at West Virginia State 
University, will provide a free 
lecture on the horror classic July 
23 at 6:00 p.m. Call (304) 343-
4646.

Program Committee Changes: We welcome Civil War historian Jason Phillips of WVU and 
Shakespeare scholar Gabriel Rieger of Concord University to the Program Committee, elected by public 
ballot in the last issue of People & Mountains. Three incumbent members were reelected – Leslie Baker of 
Raleigh County, Bob Bonar of Calhoun County, and Charles Keeney of Kanawha County – and we thank 
departing members Amy Nicholas and Dolores Yoke. The Program Committee oversees Humanities Council 
programs and recommends grants for approval by the board of directors.
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UNDERWRITER   
Bernard H. and Blanche E. 
   Jacobson Foundation
Carter Family Foundation
Federation of State 
   Humanities Councils
H. B. Wehrle Foundation
Herscher Foundation
National Endowment for 
   the Arts
National Endowment for 
   the Humanities
Office of the West Virginia 
   Secretary of Education 
   and the Arts
West Virginia Historical 
   Education Foundation
Jill Wilson 

BENEFACTOR
Anonymous 
Anonymous 
Appalachian Power, an   
   AEP Company 
Bailey & Glasser LLP
Elizabeth and Jason Castle
Ann and Ryan Claycomb
Trudy Bagley Covington 
Norman L. Fagan – in 
   memory of Sally 
   Richardson
Barbara Fleischauer and 
   Robert Bastress 
Peggy and Michael Harpold
Kate Hazen 
Barbara and Steve Hopta
Harriet and David Peters
Paige Richardson – in  
   honor of Sally 
   Richardson and Betsy 
   McCreight, my mother 
   and aunt
Mary Stanley and Clarke 
   Vandervort
Debra and Ken Sullivan
Edwin Sweeney 
Mr. and Mrs. L. Newton 
   Thomas Jr. 
United Bank
 
PATRON
John C. Allen Jr.

Anna and Kenneth Bailey
Alice and Neal Barkus
Charles Brown
Nancy and Carter Bruns
Dr. and Mrs. William Carter
Carolyn and Stan Cavendish
Nancy and Mike Chaney
Betsy and Bob Conte
A. Lawrence Crimmins Jr.
Pam and Charlie Delauder
Sally and Horace Emery
Laurie Erickson
E. Gordon Gee
Kellie K. and Daniel E. Gooding
Kay and Joe Goodwin
Janet and Mark Greathouse
Van Beck Hall
Huntington Federal Savings 
   Bank
Alice and David Javersak
Christine Jones and Billy Joe 
   Peyton
Dee and Sam Kapourales
Callen McJunkin
Ann and Bob Orders
Corleen and Gregory Patterson
Leslie Petteys
Nina Peyton
Don Richardson
Judy K. Rule
Jennifer Soule
Stephanie and Benjamin 
   Sullivan
Kim and Greg Tieman
Mary and Stephen C. Voorhees 
   – in honor of Debby Sonis
ZMM Architects & Engineers

SUSTAINER
Anonymous 
Calvert and Ted Armbrecht 
Denise and Dennis Bone 
Lisa DeFrank-Cole and Jay Cole
Camille and John Copenhaver 
Sarah N. Denman 
William M. Drennen Jr. 
Joyce E. East – in memory of 
   N. B. East
Dwight Harshbarger 
Kanawha-Roxalana Company 
Scott King 
Gayle and Joe Manchin 

William B. Maxwell III 
Matthew McCreight 
John F. McCuskey 
Prasadarao Mukkamala 
NTV Asset Management, LLC 
June and William Sale 
Barbara A. Smith 
Stuart and Ike Smith 
Diane H. and D. Stephen Walker
Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. White 
Dolores and Bill Yoke 

SPONSOR
Jan and Steve Adams 
Laura Lee and Mike Albert 
Marianne and Duane Alexander
Jean M. Allen 
Joyce and John Allen 
Barbara M. Anderson 
Rebecca and Steve Ayraud 
William E. Ballard 
Cheryl A. Belcher 
Harriett S. Beury 
Janie and Nate Bowles 
Ann Bradley 
Dannie Wall and Wayne 
   Braunstein 
Brooke County Historical 
   Museum and Culture Center 
Carolyn R. Burnside 
Eleanor L. Byrnes 
Elizabeth Campbell and Luke 
   Eric Lassiter 
Gloriann and James Caudill 
Michael H. Chancey 
Elizabeth Early Chilton 
Nelle Ratrie Chilton 
Greg Coble and C. B. Babcock 
Timothy M. Cronin 
John A. Cuthbert 
Betty and Tom Damewood 
Sheila Danzer 
Anna and Richard W. Davis
Freddy Davis 
Hornor Davis
Terri and Michael Del Giudice 
Nancy M. and Robert E. Douglas
Rose Edington and Mel Hoover 
Pat and Jack Egle 
Elk River Community Center – in 
   memory of Suzanne Vasale
Bob Elkins 

Linda Elliott and Steve Logan 
Victor Folio 
Liz and Ken Fones-Wolf 
Lucile and Bob Foster 
Alex Franklin 
Ellen and Dick Freer 
David N. Fuerst 
Margaret Garvin 
Hannah and Garry Geffert 
William H. Gillespie 
Marie Gnage 
Karen Goff 
Marla Griffith 
Priscilla A. Haden 
Tom Hanna 
Harpers Ferry Park Association 
Arnold Harrison  
Cheryl and Marc Harshman 
Pam and Bill Harvit 
Monica and R. Mark Hatfield 
Mildred T. Holt 
Sissy and Tom Isaac 
Carol T. and Glenville A. Jewell 
Helen E. Jones 
Judy and Stan Jones 
Jay L. Joslin 
Shirley Neitch Kahle and 
   L. Edwin Kahle
Rebekah Karelis 
Thomas C. Kearns 
J. Thomas Lane 
Margaret Mary Layne 
Sally and Tom Llewellyn 
Sally and Charlie Love 
Terri Marlow 
Cheryl and Keith Marsh 
Julian Martin – in memory of 
   Mae Ellen Wilson
Susan and Bob Maslowski 
Barbara E. and Robert P. Mason 
Katherine Mason and Roderick 
   Lee
Betty Maxwell 
Barbara and Brooks McCabe 
Sallie McClaugherty 
Judy and Britt McJunkin 
Vickie King McLaughlin 
Toni and Tom McMillan 
Val S. McWhorter 
Patty and Jack Merinar 
Richard Merrill 
Sue Miles and Duane Nichols

We gratefully acknowledge Appalachian Power Company/AEP as the 
2018 sponsor of our popular Little Lecture series. APCO financial 

support has made possible full-house lectures by Marshall University Professor 
Burnis Morris, West Virginia and Regional History Center Director John 

Cuthbert, and Oscar-nominated documentary filmmaker Elaine McMillion Sheldon. On June 24, WVU 
folklorist Rosemary Hathaway will close the series with “Hillbilly or Frontiersman: A Brief Cultural 
History of the WVU Mountaineer Mascot.” 

We welcome corporate support for Humanities Council programming, with other recent sponsors 
including Bailey and Glasser law firm, ZMM Architects and Engineers, and United Bank. Contact Victoria 
Paul at (304) 346-8500 or v.paul@wvhumanities.org to join this distinguished circle. 

APCO Sponsors Little Lectures
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Pam and Lex Miller 
R. Kemp Morton 
Stephen F. Moseley 
David H. Mould 
Randolph W. Myers 
LaRee Naviaux and Frank 
   D’Abreo 
Carolyn and Michael Naylor
Toni and Bill Nesselrotte
Mimi Pickering 
Thomas G. Potterfield 
PrayWorks, LLC 
Patricia Proctor 
Orren L. Rayford 
Alice Riecks 
Ann Robinson 
Carol and Scott Rotruck
Becky and Jerry Roueche
Sharon and Jim Rowe
Phyllis Sadd 
Margaret and Robert Sayre
Ellie and Mark Schaul – in 
   memory of Sally  
   Richardson
Karen and Jim Scherr
Kathy and John Shott
Sally and Pete Slicer 
Robin C. and James F. Snyder
Barbara Spicher and Martin 
   Burke 
James W. St. Clair 
Larry V. Starcher 
Becky and Bob Steptoe
Judith Gold Stitzel 
Ron D. Stollings 
Kathryn Stone 
Anne and Dennis Strawn
Lynette and Brad Swiger
Carol and Maury Taylor
Eleanor Jayne Taylor 
Mary T. and Victor Thacker
Rebecca and Tom Tinder
Jeannie K. Todaro 
Raymond Tuckwiller 
Marie Tyler-McGraw 
Stephanie Tyree and Samuel 
   Petsonk 
Lera K. Van Meter and Mark 
   W. Kelley 
John T. Wack 
Hank and Dale Walter
Kit Wellford 
West Virginia Mason-Dixon
   Civil War Round Table
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Wilson
Rebecca and Kemp Winfree
Charles Wirts 
Douglas McClure Wood – 
   Trails, Inc. 
Jenny Woodson and Jay   
   Davis
Fred Ziegler 

FRIEND
Anonymous 

Alice and Mike Abernethy
Barbara and Raymond 
   Alvarez
AmazonSmile 
Belinda Anderson 
Helen Anderson 
Joanne and Bob Anderson
Ruth and Bob Baker 
Melissa Bannister 
Anne Barth 
Kenneth T. Batty 
Shannon Bennett Campbell
Elizabeth L. Beury 
Mary Kay Bidlack 
Gordon Billheimer 
Heather Biola 
Benjamin H. Blackwell
Mrs. Carter V. Blundon
Robert G. Bonar 
Rebecca Bookwalter 
Charlotte Bowman 
Kent Brayec 
Jody Brumage 
Clarence Rand Burdette 
Nancy and Joe Burford 
Edwin Cantley 
Victoria Casey 
Jon E. Cawthorne 
Ann K. Christy 
Elizabeth Clarke 
Betty Jane Cleckley 
Jo Ann and Jason Conley 
Patty Cooper 
David H. Corcoran Sr. 
Marlene and Clarence Cross 
William Jerome Crouch 
Sandra Czernek 
Mary Lucille DeBerry 
Betty and Corley Dennison 
William Frank DeWeese 
Alan DeYoung 
Nancy Walsh Dodson 
Ernie Dotson 
Arthur R. Doumaux 
Kim and Charlie Duff 
Rainey and David Duke 
Sally Egan 
Yvonne Farley 
Eleanor Finn 
Kate FitzGerald and Paul 
   Sheridan
Monty Fowler 
Kitty B. Frazier 
Sharon Frazier 
Robert L. Frey 
Robert Fred Frum 
Helen and Neil Gibbons 
Karen Glazier and James 
   Thibeault – in memory of 
   Sally Richardson
Anne and Vernon “Dick” Goff 
   – in memory of Frank George 
   and his contribution to our 
   music heritage
Nan Goland 

Ruby A. Greathouse 
Diana Kile Green 
Sandra Hamon Gunther 
Robert U. Harris 
William L. Harris 
Harrison County Genealogical 
   Society 
Cheryl and Gary Hartley 
Joyce T. Hathaway 
Historic Shepherdstown & 
   Museum 
Mary H. Hodges 
Jane W. Hoffman 
Lucy R. Hornor 
Linda and Art Jacknowitz 
Jackson County Historical 
   Society 
Donna Johns 
Nicholas W. Johnson 
Susannah G. Johnson 
Barrie and Tod Kaufman – in 
   memory of Paul J. Kaufman, 
   former West Virginia 
   Humanities Council board 
   member
Sandi and Mike Keller 
Carrie and Michael Kline 
Mrs. E. D. Knight 
Carol and Alan Kuhlman 
Tricia Lally 
Karen K. Larry 
Sharon A. Lauffer – in memory 
   of Suzanne Vasale
Elouise and R. L. Leadbetter 
Helena E. Lee 
Koby Lee 
Leslie Liedel 
Pam and Joe LeRose 
M. Leann and W. Hunter Lesser
Walt Lesser 
Mathew W. Lively 
Nancy Malcomb 
Linda and Tam Mallory 
Sara and Thomas Marchio 
Victoria S. Martin 
Connie and Tom McColley 
Terri L. McDougal 
James McNeel 
William P. McNeel 
Mary and Mark McOwen 
Mark A. McRoberts 
Velma C. and Jerry Meadows 
G. Thomas Minshall 
Mary Belle and Paul E. Minton 
Rhonda and Harry Mitchell 
Shirley and Alan Morten Jr. 
Diane and Jeffrey Moss 
Sara and Bill Muck 
Norma and Carroll Newbraugh 
Nancy and Mark Newfeld 
Robert G. Newman 
Kathleen O’Brien 
Michael D. O’Kelly 
John Overington 
Roger L. Perry 

Linda J. Powers 
Cassandra Pritts 
Carol and Rodney Pyles
Gerald S. Ratliff 
John Rawlins 
Timothy Reese 
Mary W. Richardson – in  
   memory and honor of Sally 
   Richardson
Vicky and Richie Robb
Julie Robinson 
Larry L. Rowe 
Tony Russell 
P. J. and Thomas Scarr
Dorothy and Bill Scharf
Cookie Soldo Schultz and 
   Bernie Schultz 
Bob Shumaker 
Fran Simone 
Drema E. Slack 
Barbara Ellen Smith 
Nancy P. Smith 
Anna and Kim Smucker
Kay and Kelly Sparks
Judy Spradling 
Rebecca Frances Steorts
Joan Steven 
Travis Stimeling 
Sarah Sullivan and Ricklin 
   Brown 
Carrie and Jeff Swing
Jackie Taylor 
James L. Taylor 
Barbara and Sidney Tedford
Don Teter 
Judith Ann Teufel 
William D. Theriault 
Shirley Tolbert 
Stephen D. Trail 
Sam R. Uppala 
Jessie E. Volk 
Judy Wagner 
Delores and Daniel Ward
Jo Weisbrod 
Carolyn Welcker 
West Virginia Archives and 
   History staff – in memory of 
   Ruby Newman Peck
West Virginia University 
   Foundation – in memory of 
   Suzanne Vasale
Susan and William Wheeler
C. Michael Williams 
Karol and John S. Wilson Sr.
Joyce M. Ziance – in memory 
   of Suzanne Vasale

We welcome suitable gifts of art and furnishings (and of course, cash!) for the 
historic MacFarland-Hubbard House. Contact Victoria Paul at (304)346-8500 or 
email v.paul@wvhumanities.org.  

This handsome Sheffield plate tea urn, c. 1805-1810, was given some years ago by 
Alex Franklin in memory of Caroline Chilton Nelson Franklin.
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The West Virginia Humanities Council gratefully acknowledges support from the National Endowment for the Humanities; 
the State of West Virginia; and foundations, corporations, and individuals throughout the Mountain State and beyond.

Getting Yours: We encourage applications for Humanities Council fellowships. These special grants are 
unique in West Virginia in their support of research and writing in any field of the humanities. 

The $2,500 grants are awarded annually on a competitive basis to college faculty and independent 
scholars. The next deadline is February 1, 2019. You may visit www.wvhumanities.org to apply, or contact 
Erin Riebe at (304) 346-8500 or riebe@wvhumanities.org for further information.

The 2018 Humanities Fellowships
If you like sausage you shouldn’t ever watch it being made, according to the old adage, but don’t tell that 

to Mike Costello (below). The Lost Creek farmer and farm-to-table chef frequently uses sausage in his 
professional cooking and on his own table. Definitely he likes it, and he’s not afraid of learning more about 
how it’s made. His recently awarded Humanities Council fellowship will look not only at how sausage is made 

but at West Virginia women who make sausage and the diverse ethnic 
traditions they represent.  

   Mike Costello’s fellowship (aptly titled “Common Links”) is among 11 
approved by the Humanities Council board of directors at their spring 
meeting in Greenbrier County. The other 2018 fellows are: 

Cari Carpenter, Morgantown, Selected Writings of Ora Eddlemann Reed

Tania de Miguel Magro, Morgantown, Salas Barbadillo’s Fiestas de la 
boda de la incasable mal casada 

Cynthia Gorman, Morgantown, After the Raid: Immigration, Border 
Control and Community Life in Moorefield

Joseph Hodge, Morgantown, In the Aftermath of Empire: Colonial Experts, 
Post-Colonial Careering and the Decolonization of Development, 1950-
1990

Adam Komisaruk, Morgantown, A Public of One: Sexual Privatism in 
British Romantic Writing

Elisabeth Orr, Morgantown, Finding the Forgotten: Cemeteries in Coal Company Towns of the New River Gorge, 
1880-1930

Elizabeth Perego, Shepherdstown, Laughing in the Face of Death: Humor from Algeria’s “Dark Decade,”   
1991-2002

Darla Spencer, Charleston, Woodland Mounds in West Virginia: The Adena Culture

Mark Tauger, Morgantown, Environmental and Agricultural History of the 1931-1933 Soviet Famine

Brian Wright, Fairmont, Rock ‘n’ Roll Comes to Small Town West Virginia: Teenage Dance Bands of the 1960s


