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“Soldiers will Understand Best”
The American Army
World War |

Today the military budget of the United States equals what the next

seven world powers spend on their armed forces, combined. This

contrasts sharply to1914 when the mass armies of
the great powers of Europe collided on the battlefield, be-
ginning the great struggle we know today as World War 1.
With weak neighbors and protective oceans cancelling any
realistic threat to the homeland, the U.S. at the beginning
of the war had an authorized army of only 3,820 officers
and 84,799 men, ranking 17th in the world.

The scholar president Woodrow Wilson was deter-
mined to stay out of this global conflict and kept the
army’s leadership on a short leash. But when Ger-
many resumed unrestricted submarine warfare and
conspired with Mexico in 1917, the United States
was drawn into the war.

Americans, however, did not rush to the colors. In
the first ten days only 4,355 young men joined the Army.
Wilson then made a war-winning decision, embracing the
military draft. Over 24,000,000 young men registered and
some 3,000,000 were later inducted, including 368,000
African-Americans. Meanwhile 32 training camps were built,
but the Army lacked the officers to train recruits and the
modern weaponry to equip them. The latter never really ¢ XL o !
changed. The greatest industrial power in the world had to |, = Our doughboy is by James
rely on foreign tanks, aircraft, artillery, and even trench mor- Montgomery Flagg, better
tars. Our major contributions to the era’s military weaponry known for his iconic “I Want

. . . You” Uncle Sam poster.
— the superior M1917 Browning heavy machine gun and the -
Browning automatic rifle — did not appear on the battlefield . ‘ }

) Library of Congress

T

o

{
i

until the last weeks of the war.
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On the other hand, U.S. doughboys were the
highest-paid soldiers. An American private got &
$33 a month if he served abroad. By contrast, a French soldier was % paid only $1.70 a
month. The government also furnished life insurance to protect fallen soldiers’ families and attempted
to provide a healthy environment for new recruits, shutting down red-light districts near U.S. training
camps and providing prophylactics for soldiers serving overseas.

Half the American soldiers sent to France were transported by the British because of our small
prewar merchant marine. Another 25 percent sailed in confiscated German ships that had been
marooned in U.S. ports when war erupted. One German ship, the largest passenger liner in the world,
transported more than 150,000 American doughboys over the course of the war. Amazingly, travel-
ling in convoys, only one troop ship was sunk by German torpedoes.

A single and understrength U.S. division landed in France in April 1917. Its commander, John J.
Pershing, and his staff had arrived earlier. By the beginning of 1918, only four divisions, in various
stages of readiness, had been shipped to war. It would not be until August 1918 that an independent
U.S. army could be assembled in Europe, with its own command. Until that date the Americans large-
ly fought alongside French troops. Time was of the essence because the Germans had decided to go

Continued on page 3
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Bread on the waters

here’s a bible verse to the effect that we may cast our bread “upon the
waters” in the full expectation that it will return to us at some future time,
perhaps when least expected.

Like a lot of scripture, this is a little mysterious. Perhaps it's meant to
encourage charity, assuring us that the good we do will eventually repay itself,
but it may as easily be read to mean that diligence of any sort will pay off. As
a mostly secular person, | guess I've more often taken it in the latter sense,

Jon CaMZL(I)r;gggton that we should always make our best effort and surely something worthwhile
Morgantown will come of it.
Charlie Delauder Thus it was gratifying for me to read a recent article in the Charleston
Middlebourne Gazette-Mail, regarding changes planned for a local recreational site and
Leslie Dillon , incidentally referencing humanities work that was done years ago and with no
Chapmanville . .
Kay Goodwin thought at all to the matters currently under discussion in the newspaper.
Charleston Now, the management of public parks is a long way from what we normally
Susan Hardesty do here at the Humanities Council, but as it happens the site in question
Morgantown — Shawnee Regional Park in suburban Kanawha County — is rich in both
e H"’gt'?; history and prehistory. Those things are very much what we do, and reporter
B H:ﬁslg Lori Kersey built her story partly on an archeological report we funded more
Huntington than a dozen years ago on Shawnee’s best-known feature, an ancient Native
Elliot Hicks American burial mound.
Charleston Kersey went on to base later paragraphs of the article on information from
HELEIL Ké?i;:z% the West Virginia Encyclopedia, another Humanities Council project. She
Susan Landis graciously acknowledged both sources (something that not even careful
Daniels reporters always do!), though there was no indication as to whether she
Gayle Manchin connected the two. There was no reason for her to do so, and certainly it took
Tia C. Mci/ﬁﬁ;’ﬁsm” pothing from my satisfac.tion in seeing humanities research put to good use
Shepherdstown in hands-on ngws reporthg. ‘
Gerald Milnes It was a reminder that diligence really does pay off, that effort is returned,
Elkins and frankly of the practical value of work that sometimes may seem pretty
Donald Mock impractical at first impression.
Charieston It's good to have such a reminder at this time when federal and state
Amy Pancake e . . .
Romney support for the humanities is under discussion — and especially good to see
Billy Joe Peyton it in a front-page story in the state’s leading newspaper.
: Charieston — Ken Sullivan
Elisabeth H. Rose
Independence
Raymond W. Smock People & Mountains is published three times a Ken Sullivan Executive Director
Martinsburg year by the West Virginia Humanities Council. Kim Duff Fiscal Officer
Timothy Sweet Emily Hilliard State Folklorist
Morgantown A state afﬁll:a.te of the Natiorlval. E'ndowmen.t.for Mike Keller e-WV Media Editor
Lisa Welch the Human/t/es, the M{es? Vlrg/nla Humanities Syl DHE) G s e
Shepherdstown Council serves West Virginia through grants and
Dolores Yoke direct programs in the humanities. Carol Nutter Secretary
Clarksburg Victoria Paul Director of Development

Next Board Meeting
July 28, 2017,
Wheeling.

Open to the public.

We welcome letters, comments, and financial
contributions. Please address correspondence
to West Virginia Humanities Council, 1310
Kanawha Boulevard, East, Charleston, WV
25301 or sonis@wvhumanities.org.

Mark Payne Program Officer
Erin Riebe Grants Administrator
Debby Sonis Administrator

AC Designs Publication Design

The Board of Directors welcomes two new members elected at the recent board meeting in Parkers-
burg: Gayle Manchin of Charleston, Secretary of the West Virginia Department of Education and the
Arts and former First Lady of West Virginia, and Amy Pancake of Romney, affiliate director at Eastern

West Virginia Community Foundation. Five board members are governor appointees, and the Council
has also asked Governor Justice to appoint or reappoint five individuals to those positions. We thank
departing board members Paul Papadopoulos, Jay Cole, and Larry Grimes.

People & Mountains 2



Continued from page 1

on the attack to win the war before the doughboys arrived in strength. Be-
ginning in March, the Germans launched five offensives, one each month.

America’s first offensive came on May 28, 1918, when a U.S. regiment,
supported by French artillery and aircraft, advanced against Cantigny. The
Germans were driven from this village at a heavy cost. In several days’
fighting, a quarter of the men in the American regiment were either killed
or wounded. Elsewhere on the Western Front, the Germans began their
third offensive of the year. As this powerful drive towards Paris began to
ebb the Americans again went into action, with the Marines driving the
Germans out of Belleau Wood.

Following the failure of the fifth German offensive in mid-summer, the
Allies went on the attack with the doughboys playing an important role.
Pershing now gained Allied acceptance of the creation of an independent
U.S. army, which became operational on August 10. The resulting First
Army then began a largely independent action to clear the St. Mihiel sa-
lient. This U.S. offensive took place as the Germans were withdrawing to
a new defensive position, and it was a resounding success.

Rather than continue this push, a reluctant Pershing was persuaded to
participate in a general Allied advance. To keep his First Army intact he
agreed to launch an offensive between the Meuse River and the Argonne
Forest against formidable German defenses. On September 26, U.S.
troops moved forward after a massive bombardment. More ammunition
was expended in one day than the combined Union and Confederate

‘American infantry in the Argonne won the war.”

Fellowships Awarded

Humanities Council Fellowships
are awarded annually to college
faculty and independent
scholars for research and
writing in the humanities. The
$2,500 grants are unique in
the Mountain State. The 2017
Humanities Fellows and their
subjects are:

Charles Damien Arthur, Hun-
tington, Architect of Appalachia:
Senator Robert C. Byrd’s Lead-
ership on the Appropriations
Committee

Anna Rose Casey, Morgan-
town, Intellectual Property and
Collaborative Female Authorship

I i

in Zoe Wicomb’s “David’s Story”

Catherine Gouge, Morgantown,

Divergent Paths: Paying Attention

to Nonadherence to Prescribed
Health Guidelines

—@General Erich von Ludendorff

forces used during the entire Civil War, but the First Army’s advance fell
far short of Pershing’s expectations. As casualties mounted with little or
no progress, morale plummeted. Stragglers multiplied, with perhaps as
many as one of every ten soldiers failing to do his duty. Poor training and
inexperienced officers largely explain this breakdown.

The First Army didn’t really achieve its anticipated break-through until
November 1, less than two weeks before war’s end. Private Henry Nichol-
son Gunter, the Baltimore son of German immigrants, was apparently the
last American to die, charging a German machine-gun nest on November
11 at 11:59 p.m., one minute before the Armistice was to go into effect.

The largest U.S. Army cemetery in Europe is found on this battlefield.
Two of every two hundred Americans who took part in World War | died
from combat (50,000) or other causes, especially influenza (63,000).
By contrast, 1,500,000 French soldiers were killed. Nonetheless,
U.S. troops played a vital role in the German decision to seek peace.
Germany’s leading general, Erich von Ludendorff, told American
reporters after the Armistice: “The American infantry in the Argonne
won the war. | say this as a soldier, and soldiers will under-
stand me best.”

—David R. Woodward

Little lectures continue: Historian David Woodward delivered a
longer verson of this World War I lecture on March 26 as part of
the 2017 Little Lectures Series at the MacFarland-Hubbard House
in Charleston. The remaining lectures will take place on May 21
and June 25. Call (304)346-8500 or visit www.wvhumanities.
org.
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Matthew Jacobmeier, Mor-
gantown, Demographic and Po-
litical Influences on Participation
in the Arts and Humanities

Anne McConnell, Institute,
Literary Interrogation: A Study of
Contemporary Literature

Jamie Shinn, Morgantown,
Culture and Conservation in the
Okavango Delta, Botswana: The
Implications of a World Heritage
Site Designation

Janet Snyder, Morgantown,
What’s the Story? Twelfth-centu-
ry Sculpture and the Perception
of Narrative

Michele Stephens, Morgan-
town, Criminal Women in
Yucatan, Mexico, 1900-1940

Jesse Wozniak, Morgan-
town, Legal Decision Making
in Iraqi Kurdistan

The Fellowships application
deadline is February 1, 2018.
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Grant
Categories

The Humanities Council
welcomes applications in the
following grant categories.

Major Grants ($20,000
maximum) support major
humanities projects,
symposiums, conferences,
exhibits, lectures.

Due Sept. 1, Feb. 1

Minigrants ($1,500
maximum) support small
projects, single events, or
planning and consultation.
Due *June 1, Oct. 1, Feb.
1, April 1

Fellowships ($2,500)
support research and
writing projects by
humanities faculty and
independent scholars.
Due Feb. 1

maximum) support
projects intended to
produce audio or video
products, websites, or a
newspaper series.

Due Sept. 1

Publication Grants
($20,000 maximum)
are available to nonprofit
presses and academic
presses, and support the
production phase of a
completed manuscript.
Due Sept. 1

Teacher Institute Grants
($25,000 maximum)

are available to colleges
and universities, and

the state Department of
Education, and support
summer seminars for
secondary and elementary
teachers.

Due Sept. 1

* Approaching Deadline!

Grant workshops offered:
If you'd like to know more
about Humanities Council
grants, contact grants
administrator Erin Riebe to
schedule a grants work-
shop for your area. Erin’s

workshops provide details on grant categories, guidelines and deadlines, as well as tips for strengthen-
ing grant applications. Call (304)346-8500 or email riebe@wvhumanities.org.

Big Bridge named for Major Delany: The spectacular
new bridge carrying WV Route 9 across the Shenandoah
River is to be named for Major Martin Robison Delany. A
Charles Town native, physician and activist journalist, Delany was also the
highest ranking African-American officer in Union service during the Civil
War. The legislative action was sponsored by Delegates Jill Upson, Paul
Espinosa and Riley Moore of Jefferson County and other legislators from
elsewhere in the state. For more on Martin Delany, visit e-WV: The West
Virginia Encyclopedia at www.wvencyclopedia.org.

High school students from Mercer
and Wyoming counties and nearby
Virginia enjoyed Brazilian musician
Felipe Karam's recent visit to Blue-
field State College. In collaboration
with the Fulbright Program and with
Humanities Council support, the
college also invited scholars from Bo-
livia, Nigeria, and Tanzania to share
their countries’ cultures, history and
£ traditions.

Adobo is a sa-
vory meat dish
and also the
name of the

sauce it's made | '
SORRY, DON'T

with—and yes,

Philippines \vm,( Asrl;ANISH
Best Food of N
Parkersburg ! !L'EEEDL
has got adobo.

This is Ellen

and Daniel

Lubuguin (at right), who own the popular restaurant, with the help of (|
to r) Renzo Falvatore, Madel Morris, and Arlene Everson. State folklor-
ist Emily Hilliard recently interviewed the Lubuguins as part of her West
Virginia folklife survey. She also interviewed fiddle maker Ray Fought of
Parkersburg and turkey call maker Aaron Parsons of Ravenswood, and
conducted public interest meetings at the Sandyville and Ripley senior
centers and the Ripley public library in Jackson County. Emily learned
during her visit to Philippines Best Food that the Lubuguins make their
pork adobo with potatoes to appeal to West Virginia “meat and pota-
toes” tastes. Visit www.wvhumanities.org or www.wvfolklife.org.

Emily Hilliard
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Digging Warwick’s Fort

Archeologists Steve and Kim McBride continue
their analysis of Warwick’s Fort in Pocahontas
County. The excavations are part of a larger
project documenting 18th-century frontier
defenses in the Greenbrier River watershed,
sponsored by the Summers County Historic
Landmarks Commission with long-running
financial support from the Humanities Council.
Humanities grants have previously sup-
ported excavations (at left) at Warwick’s,
unearthing a bastion, stockade walls, and
a powder magazine. This year, the team will
focus on the main living area where a large
cellar is located. On Saturday, May 27, the site will open to the
public at 11:00 a.m. with site tours, artifact displays, and a cere-
mony honoring the builders of Warwick's Fort. For directions, email
kim.mcbride@uky.edu.

West Virginia lost a friend when fiddler and
master folklorist Alan Jabbour died earlier this
year at age 74. Among his many contributions
to the field of folklore was his documentation
with Carl Fleischhauer of the Hammons family
of Pocahontas County. He contributed articles,
ideas, and support to Goldenseal magazine, West
Virginia's folklife quarterly, and to the Humanities
N < Council’s folklore efforts. As founding director of
® S the American Follklife Center, Alan put his heart
into the job for 23 years. Though his work took him across the
United States, he had a natural feeling for West Virginia and we
will miss him.

Fleischhauer

a

Pricketts Program: This summer, Humanities Council grant funds
will support a week-long program at Pricketts Fort State Park near
Fairmont, titled The African American Experience on the Western
Virginia Frontier: 1770-1850. The program begins July 8. Scholars
will focus on issues surrounding the
interpretation of slavery at historic sites
and museums, and a newly opened
museum exhibit in the Pricketts Fort
visitor’s center will present information
and artifacts pertaining to frontier
slaves. The week-long event includes a
presentation by the Council’s popular
History Alive character Harriet Tubman
and daily hearth-cooking demonstrations by Cordelia Spencer.
Throughout the week, storyteller Shelia Arnold (above) will present
her interpretation of an 18th-century tavern slave who will discuss
events happening in the colony in the 1770s.

For a complete list of the week’s activities visit www.prickettsfort.
org or call (304)363-3030. The original Pricketts Fort was built
by frontier settlers in 1774 to provide refuge from Indian attacks,
and the present structure is a reconstruction.
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Briefs

The West Virginia Folklife Program
collaborated with West Virginia Public
Broadcasting to produce “Building a
Broom by Feel,” a short documentary.
Charleston Broom and Mop Company’s
James Shaffer, the state’s last com-
mercial broom maker to do the work
by hand, is featured. The audio piece
aired on West Virginia Morning and

is also part of the Inside Appalachia
podcast. The video went viral with over
250,000 views on Facebook, and now
airs on the West Virginia Channel.

The Contemporary American Theater
Festival kicks off its 27th season on
July 2 in Shepherdstown. The Humani-
ties Council is again involved, funding
stage reading of new plays and discus-
sions on issues raised by performances
as part of Humanities at the Festival.
Visit www.catf.org.

Three new citizen members have been
elected to the Humanities Council
Program Committee: Deborah Pisci-
telli of Harpers Ferry, former director of
the Harpers Ferry Historical Associa-
tion; Rebekah Karelis of Wheeling, proj-
ect manager for the Wheeling Heritage
Area Corporation; and Cassandra Pritts
of Keyser, history professor at Potomac
State College. We thank departing
members Bob Enoch, Myra Ziegler, and
Wally Hastings.

Celebrate West Virginia Day at three

Charleston historic properties: the

1836 MacFarland-Hubbard House at

1310 Kanawha Boulevard will be open

on June 20, Tuesday, from 2:00 to
4:00 p.m. and Glenwood on Charles-
ton’s West Side from 10:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. The Craik-Patton House,
also on Kanawha Boulevard, will ob-
serve its regular hours of 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m.

The Wyoming County Historical

Museum is scanning nearly 500

historical photographs, maps,
newspapers, and documents for digital
preservation and online access, thanks
to a Humanities Council grant. An open
house will be held at the Oceana mu-
seum at noon on July 8 to showcase
the collection. Visit wyomingcountymu-
suem.webs.com.



Supporting the Humanitie

Getting Friendly in Huntington. . .with special thanks to Sarah Denman, Martha Woodward and Frances
Hensley for generously hosting our March 8 “friendraiser" at the city’s 21 at the Frederick restaurant.
Michael J. Farrell, Larry and Cheryl Tweel, Tom and PJ Scarr, and Jenkins Fenstermaker PLLC provided
financial support, with close to 100 guests attending. This was the fourth in a statewide series of
friendraiser events, which raise funds while allowing local residents to learn more about the humanities in
their communities.

UNDERWRITER

Bernard H. and Blanche E.
Jacobson Foundation O

Carter Family Foundation

H. B. Wehrle Foundation O

Herscher Foundation O

National Endowment for
the Arts

West Virginia Commission
on the Arts O

West Virginia Department of
Education and the Arts

West Virginia Historical
Education Foundation

BENEFACTOR

Anonymous

Anna and Kenneth Bailey

Elizabeth Castle

Michael J. Farrell e—ee

Peggy and Michael Harpold

Susan and Bob Maslowski

John F. McCuskey

Norfolk Southern Foundation

Barbara and Norval
Rasmussen

Mr. and Mrs. John D.
Rockefeller IV

Xiaoging Rong-Mullins

Mary Stanley and Clarke
Vandervort

Debra and Ken Sullivan

Edwin Sweeney

Sharon and Henry Wehrle Jr.

PATRON

Anonymous

Jeanette M. Alexander

John C. Allen Jr.

Mary Kay and Pat Bond

Ruth L. Brooks

Nancy and Mike Chaney

Lisa DeFrank-Cole and
Jay Cole

Lakin and Thomas Cook

A. Lawrence Crimmins Jr.

Freddy and Hornor Davis (0

Charlie Delauder

Sarah N. Denman =—e

Sally and Horace Emery

Norman L. Fagan

Kathy and Dan Foster

Kay and Joe Goodwin

Van Beck Hall

Susan and Scott Hamilton

Cheryl and Gary Hartley

Frances Hensley =

Donations November 1, 2016 - March 31, 2017

Huntington Federal Savings Bank

Jenkins Fenstermaker PLLC =——e

Diana L. Long

Debra Martin

Michael J. McCarthy =—ee

Pam and Lex Miller

Marion M. Bacon Moir

Ashley Hardesty Odell and
Shawn Odell

Ann and Bob Orders

Corleen and Gregory Patterson

C. J. and Billy Joe Peyton

Sally and Don Richardson

Judy K. Rule

PJ and Thomas Scarr =—e

Jennifer Soule

Cheryl and Larry Twee| =—ee

Stephanie Tyree and Samuel
Petsonk

Diane H. and D. Stephen Walker

Tamela White =——e=

ZMM Architects & Engineers

SUSTAINER

Anonymous

Jeannine Amos

Calvert and Ted Armbrecht

Denise and Dennis Bone

Briar Mountain Coal & Coke
Company

Greg Coble and C. B. Babcock

Betsy and Bob Conte

Camille and John Copenhaver

Joyce E. East - in memory of
N. B. East

Mark Greathouse

Faye and Joe Guilfoile

Dwight Harshbarger

Kathleen and Troy Hunter

Lori and Jerry Jackson

Alice and David Javersak

Kanawha-Roxalana Company

Janet and Emory Kemp

David King

Glenn Longacre

Katherine Mason and Roderick
Lee

William B. Maxwell Il

Callen McJunkin

Mary Alice and Gerald Milnes

NTV Asset Management, LLC

Harriet and David Peters

Leslie Petteys =—ee

Stuart and Ike Smith

Lera K. Van Meter and Mark W.
Kelley

Katy and Steve White

SPONSOR

Anonymous

Anonymous

Laura Lee and Mike Albert

Timothy Alderman

Marianne Alexander and Duane
Alexander

Jean M. Allen

Jenny Allen

Barbara M. Anderson

Doris and W. B. "Bart"
Andrews =—ee

Rebecca and Steve Ayraud

C. J. Baghy ==

Betsy and Pete Barr

Cheryl A. Belcher

Harriett S. Beury

Tom Blevins

M. Susan Bonifer

Ann Bradley

Carolyn R. Burnside

Eleanor L. Byrnes

Carol Campbell

Elizabeth Campbell and Luke
Eric Lassiter

Marshall J. Carper

Norma and Jim Casto =——ee

Marlies M. Charbonniez

Elizabeth Early Chilton

Lynn P Comerci

Cheryl Connelly and Steven
Mewaldt =——e

Dr. and Mrs. Lewis A. Cook

Nancy D. Cooley

John A. Cuthbert

Cathy Davis

Terri and Michael Del Giudice

Betty and Corley Dennison =—e

Nancy and Robert E. Douglas

Bill Drennen Jr.

Shirley and Gerald Eagan

Linda Elliott and Steve Logan

Betty and Bill Evans

Lynn Firebaugh

Victor Folio

Jane Chapman Fotos =—e

Alex Franklin

Margaret Garvin

Hannah and Garry Geffert

William H. Gillespie

Karen Glazier and James
Thibeault

Marie Gnage

Karen Goff

Marla Griffith

Priscilla M. Haden

Jean and Jack Hammersmith
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Tom Hanna

Susan and David Hardesty - in
memory of Dr. James Rowley ()

Harpers Ferry Park Association

Cheryl and Marc Harshman

Pamela and Elliott Harvit

Monica and Mark Hatfield

Richard Hess

Mary H. Hodges =——e

Mildred T. Holt

Emily Hopta and Jack Hoblitzell

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Horn Jr.

Sissy and Tom Isaac

Ilvy & Stone Council for the Arts

Carol T. and Glenville A. Jewell (O

Helen E. Jones

Jay L. Joslin

Rebekah Karelis

Marsha V. Krotseng - in memory
of James Rowley O

J. Thomas Lane

Becky and Phil Lepanto e—e

Sally and Charlie Love

Joni and Rich Lyon

Terri Marlow

Barbara E. and Robert P Mason

Barbara and Brooks McCabe

Sallie McClaugherty

Kathy and Frank McCullough

Elizabeth McDermott

Judy and Britt McJunkin

Becky and Carl McLaughlin

Toni and Tom McMillan

Val S. McWhorter

Patty and Jack Merinar

Richard Merrill

Susan Mills

Christine and Marc Monteleone

Susan and Kemp Morton =—ee

Stephen F. Moseley

David Mould

LaRee Naviaux and Frank
D'Abreo

Carolyn and Michael Naylor

Shirley Neitch and L. Edwin
Kahle

Marie and John Nesius

Thomas Perdue

Mimi Pickering

DJPittenger Photography

Joan V. Pradella - in memory
of Lucille Conelly (O

PrayWorks, LLC

Orren L. Rayford

Alice Riecks ()

Camille M. Riley O

Elisabeth Rose Lathrop




Frank Scott Rotruck

Becky and Jerry Roueche
Phyllis J. Sadd

June and William Sale
Thelma and Mack Samples
Margaret and Robert Sayre
Kathy and John Shott

S. Bailey Shurbutt

Olivia and Bob Singleton
Sally and Pete Slicer
Barbara A. Smith

Robin C. and James F. Snyder
Ann and John Speer =—e
Mary Kaye Staggers

Larry V. Starcher

Becky and Bob Steptoe
Ron D. Stollings

Anne and Dennis Strawn
Timothy Sweet

Carol and Maury Taylor
Mary T. and Victor Thacker
Rebecca and Tom Tinder
Jeannie K. Todaro
Raymond Tuckwiller

Ruth and Bob Baker
Melissa Bannister
Kenneth T. Batty
Elizabeth L. Beury
Mary Kay Bidlack
Gordon Billheimer
Heather Biola
Benjamin Blackwell
Carter V. Blundon
Robert G. Bonar O
Janie and Nate Bowles
Charlotte Bowman
Olivia Bravo

Margaret A. Brennan
Mark W. Browning
Linda Bunce and Michael Vincent
Nancy and Joe Burford
John O. Burgett
Shannon Bennett Campbell
Edwin Cantley

Victoria Casey

Florian F. Ceperley
Nelle Ratrie Chilton
Ann K. Christy

James J. Hughes

Jill Jarom

Donna and Eddie Johns

Susannah G. Johnson

Carolyn Karr =—e

Barrie and Tod Kaufman

Michael W. Kessinger

Betty and Kirk King

Scott King

Miriam Knight

Carol and Alan Kuhlman

Tricia Lally

Susan S. Landis - in memory of
James Rowley O

Karen K. Larry

Helena E. Lee

Pam and Joe LeRose

Mr. and Mrs. W. Hunter Lesser

Walt Lesser

Nedra Lowe =—ee

Karlyn Lowers

Madie Carroll House
Preservation Society

Linda and Tam Mallory

Greg Proctor

Gerald S. Ratliff

John Rawlins

Timothy Reese

Julie Robinson

Andrew W. Rude

Tony Russell

Dorothy and Bill Scharf

Karen and Jim Scherr

Ann Serafin

Pauline Shaver

Beverly and Bob Shumaker

Frances Simone

Nancy P Smith

Anna and Kim Smucker

Kay and Kelly Sparks

Judy Spradling

Nancy and Frank Stark

Mandy Steele

Rebecca White Steorts

Joan Steven

Judith Gold Stitzel

Kathryn Stone

Sarah G. Sullivan and Ricklin
Brown

We thank the West Virginia Historical Education Foundation
for its generous gift of $95,348.19!

Marie Tyler-McGraw

Robert Upton

Fawn Valentine

John T. Wack

Dannie Wall and Wayne
Braunstein

Joan Weisberg =—e

Carolyn Welcker O

West Virginia Archealogical
Society

Wetzel County CVB and
Museum

Linda and Tom Wilkinson =—ee

Shawn and Walter Williams

Taunja Willis-Miller

Chuck Wirts

Douglas McClure Wood,
Trails, Inc.

Jennifer Woodson and Jay
Davis

Martha and David
Woodward =—e

Elaine Young =—ee

Fred Ziegler

FRIEND

Anonymous

Anonymous

Anonymous

Joyce and John C. Allen Sr.
Roberta L. Allison

Helen and Rudolph Almasy
M. Raymond Alvarez
Belinda Anderson

Betty Jane Cleckley

B. Diane Clements

J. David Conley, Homer
Laughlin China Company

Jo Ann and Jason Conley

Patty Cooper

David H. Corcoran Sr.

Mary Jarvis Currence

Sandra Czernek

Mary Lucille DeBerry

William Frank DeWeese

Nancy Ann Dodson
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Come visit the grounds of Charleston's historic MacFarland-Hubbard House, home of
the Humanities Council, during the East End Garden Showcase, June 10 through 24.

Spring 2017

Louisa Swift and Jack Levin

Lynette Swiger

Carrie and Jeff Swing

Jackie Taylor

Barbara and Sidney Tedford

Donald L. Teter

Judith Ann Teufel

William D. Theriault

Gary E. Thomas

Jack Thompson

Shirley and James Tolbert

Stephen D. Trail

Viera and George Trapp

George D. Updike

Sam R. Uppala

Diana and Donald Van
Horn =—ee

E. Marie Van Meter

Melanie Van Metre

Melanie Vickers

Jessie E. Volk

Judy Wagner

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Walter I

Susan Baldwin Ware

Jo Weisbrod

Susan Wheeler

Mr. and Mrs. Lynwood White

Cassandra B. and William R.
Whyte

C. Michael Williams

Ellis Ray Williams Sr.

Mary Witten and Don
Wiseman =—e

January and Jim Wolfe

Bill Yahner

=—& Huntington
friendraiser donation

) MacFarland-

Hubbard House

Gift




West Virginia Humanities Council

1310 Kanawha Blvd., East
Charleston, WV 25301

Address Service Requested

OPlease drop my name.

[OPlease change my name/address as
indicated at right.

1 receive more than one copy.

Please add my friend at the above address.

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. Postage
PAID
Charleston, WV
Permit No. 2269

The West Virginia Humanities Council gratefully acknowledges support from the National Endowment for the Humanities;
the Office of the West Virginia Secretary of Education and the Arts; and foundations, corporations, and individuals throughout
the Mountain State and beyond.

Letters from Liberia

Liberia’s name is the best clue to its history: The
country was founded in the early 19th century

as a home for liberated slaves at a time when many
U.S. slaveholders were willing to consider freeing their
enslaved workers but could not envision a racially
integrated America with black and white citizens living
freely together. The solution proposed by the Ameri-
can Colonization Society was to send former slaves

to Africa to a new nation established for them there.
Non-enslaved African Americans were free to join the
movement as well, and some did.

The American Colonization Society was most suc-
cessful in the mid-Atlantic region of Maryland and
Virginia, with prominent Virginians (including future
president James Monroe, for whom the Liberian
capital of Monrovia is named) among its founders.
Virginia contributed many emigrants to the coloniza-
tion effort, including 190 from the Virginia counties
that later became West Virginia. More than two-thirds
(128) of these people came from Jefferson County,
and literate members of the group left a remarkable
record in the letters they wrote. Approximately 25 of
these letters by Jefferson County emigrants to Africa,
dated from 1831 to 1860, are now preserved among
ACS papers at the Library of Congress.

These handwritten letters are being transcribed un-
der a Humanities Council grant to the Jefferson Coun-
ty Black History Preservation Society. The writings of
another Jefferson County native, black abolitionist
and Civil War officer Martin Delany, will be offered as a
counterpoint to the colonization argument.

The letter shown here is from Sally Snyder, a free
black Jefferson Countian who was 46 years old when
she left for Liberia in January 1850 with husband
Jacob Snyder and three young daughters. Jacob died
soon after arrival — “long, long ago,” Sally says in this

Sally Snyder, previously of Jefferson County, wrote this letter from Liberia.

letter from July 1855. She writes to ask for help and
to express the hope that her adult sons might join her
in Liberia.

The transcribed letters will be available at www.
vcdh.virginia.edu/liberia, and a public discussion is
planned for September 21 at 7:00 p.m., in Fisher-
man’s Hall, Charles Town.
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