
The Council funded a Civil War symposium at Independence Hall in Wheeling as part of the city’s Sestercentennial 
celebration. 

The West Virginia Folklife Program launched the Legends and Lore Roadside Marker Program in partnership with 
The William G. Pomeroy Foundation, awarding fi rst round grants for roadside markers commemorating local folklore 
in Summers County and Greenbrier County.

Council board and staff “visited” Germany, Gaza, and Afghanistan via Hardy County’s Shared Studies Portal, a 
shipping container outfi tted with immersive audiovisual technology. 

Authors James Patterson, Salina Yoon, Anthony Harkins, and others appeared at the 
Humanities Council-sponsored West Virginia Book Festival.  
 

Our annual McCreight Lecture in the Humanities featured Denise Kiernan, New York Times Bestselling  
author of The Girls Of Atomic City: The Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win World War II.

 A minigrant brought the traveling Korean War Memorial to Ravenswood’s Washington Riverfront Park.

The 75th anniversary celebration of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park took place with support 
from the Humanities Council. 

 In 2019 the Humanities Council awarded 52 grants in 24 counties throughout the state. 
            

A Council grant supported an archaeological dig at the French and Indian War site 
Ashby’s Fort in Mineral County. 

Council folklorist Emily Hilliard contributed to the collection The Food We Eat, The 
Stories We Tell: Contemporary Appalachian Tables, published by Ohio University Press in 

October 2019. 

 Our Folklife program recorded interviews with 25 traditional artists, 
tradition bearers, and elders, in nine counties.

 Our popular Little Lecture series included talks on contemporary literature  
from West Virginia, Philippi’s Adaland Mansion, controversies in modern art, and the 

ratifi cation of the 19th amendment.

 We presented 150 History Alive! programs in 43 counties with portrayals of historical  
fi gures such as Benjamin Franklin and Harriet Tubman.

Nine fellowships were awarded to scholars in locations around the state, including Ansted, 
Huntington Parkersburg, and elsewhere. 

Council staff attended Friendraisers in conjunction with community events in Capon Bridge, Charleston, Huntington, and Lewisburg.

e-WV staff gave a tutorial to Cabell County West Virginia Studies teachers in Huntington, demonstrating the features of the 
website, its connected lesson plans, and how they can be used in the classroom. 

The Council partnered with West Virginia Public Broadcasting on their new Inside Appalachia folkways reporting project.

With support from a Humanities Council major grant, the Amicus Curiae Lecture Series on Constitutional Democracy 
continued at Marshall University with presentations by historian Heather Cox Richardson, U.S. Court of Appeals Judge 
Robert L. Wilkins, former White House Director of Global Engagement Brett Bruen, and others. 

We wrapped the fi rst year of our Folklife Apprenticeship Program with two free public showcases at the Humanities 
Council’s MacFarland-Hubbard House. 
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Our work in 2019 was made possible 
by the generous support of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the West 
Virginia Department of Arts, Culture and 
History, and many other organizations and 
individuals. Our donor honor roll follows.
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The next Board Meeting 
is April 17, 2020, in 
Wheeling and is open to 
the public.

continued

In 2019, Humanities Council grants and programs served tens of thousands of West Virginians through lectures, programs and events,     
  the West Virginia Book Festival, scholarly research and travel, documentaries, publications and e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclopedia. 
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Welcome Kyle Warmack, 
Program Offi cer

Roadside marker in Talcott, WV
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2019 McCreight Lecturer 
Denise Kiernan
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Folklife Showcase featuring Doris Fields (aka Lady D) with apprentice Xavier Oglesby
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Dr. Ann Serafi n, Little Lecture 
presentation
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Dear Friends:

As a new year begins, we look back on 2019 as one of the 
busiest in the Council’s recent memory, full of benchmark 
achievements and new starts.

On June 20, the Council’s annual West Virginia Day Open 
House event drew its largest attendance ever as we welcomed 
over a hundred guests to our home offi ce, the historic 
MacFarland-Hubbard House in Charleston. In October historian 

Denise Kiernan, our 2019 McCreight Lecturer in the Humanities, delivered one of 
the McCreight series’ most enthusiastically received talks in a featured evening 
spot at the West Virginia Book Festival, speaking from her book The Girls Of 
Atomic City: The Untold Story of the Women Who Helped Win World War II. And the 
Council’s West Virginia Folklife Program mounted several “Folklife Apprenticeship” 
showcases, both at our home offi ce and on the road, at which audiences were 
treated to discussions and performances of traditional old-time fi ddling and blues/
black gospel song by our Master-Apprentice pairs.  

September brought the year’s fullest days, when our primary partners at the 
National Endowment for the Humanities in Washington D.C. traveled to the 
Mountain State as part of the Council’s formal assessment and review process, 
conducted every fi ve years. Over a three-day period our NEH visitors met with staff 
and board members, visited with grantees and program partners, traveled to view 
Council-funded projects, and undertook a deep examination of the Council’s work 
throughout the state. We were humbled and gladdened to receive an excellent 
evaluation report from our NEH site visitors, who described the Council as a “well-
loved, well-run organization” that “supports top-rate humanities programs that 
enrich West Virginia,” singling out for particular praise our close partnerships with 
state government and humanities-based organizations throughout West Virginia.

In the midst of these initiatives, of course, grants and programming work 
remained our top priority. In 2019 we were able to award 52 grants and nine 
fellowships, and to support nearly 400 programs and events in 49 counties across 
West Virginia. The State of West Virginia once again dedicated $250,000 to our 
work, matching contributions made in 2017 and 2018. A slight funding increase 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities allowed us to offer and support 
top-notch humanities projects and events on nearly every day of the calendar year.

But the chief credit for our achievements in 2019 goes to our friends and 
supporters, whose generosity brought the Council’s work and programs to West 
Virginians all around the state, from its smallest communities to its largest cities. 
In the upcoming year, we hope you’ll join us in our work. You’ll fi nd a contributions 
envelope bound with this report!  

The humanities—history, literature, art, living traditions, and all the other pursuits 
that help us articulate and preserve our shared experiences—are essential not only 
to a free society, but to the quality of our daily lives. We look forward to supporting 
that work throughout West Virginia, in 2020 and beyond.   

           
             Sincerely,

       Charles Delauder, President

Grants 

Programs/Events

Grants & Programs/Events
 A minigrant brought the traveling Korean War Memorial to Ravenswood’s Washington Riverfront Park.

The 75th anniversary celebration of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park took place with support 
from the Humanities Council. 

In 2019 the Humanities Council awarded 52 grants in 24 counties throughout the state. 
           

A Council grant supported an archaeological dig at the French and Indian War site 

Stories We Tell: Contemporary Appalachian Tables
October 2019. 

 Our Folklife program recorded interviews with 25 traditional artists, 
tradition bearers, and elders, in nine counties.

Our popular Little Lecture series included talks on contemporary literature 
from West Virginia, Philippi’s Adaland Mansion, controversies in modern art, and the 

ratifi cation of the 19th amendment.

We presented 150 History Alive! programs in 43 counties with portrayals of historical  
fi gures such as Benjamin Franklin and Harriet Tubman.

Nine fellowships were awarded to scholars in locations around the state, including Ansted, 
Huntington Parkersburg, and elsewhere. 

ShepherdstownShepherdstown

IndependenceIndependence

Programs/Events

Grants & Programs/Events

M
ic

ha
el

 K
el

le
r



       

Where the money came from...

The National Endowment for the Humanities, a federal agency, 
remains our largest source of income. The NEH provided $722,500 
(59 percent) of total income in 2019, up from $704,680 (58 
percent) the previous year. The West Virginia Department of Arts, 
Culture and History provided $250,000, equal to the amount given 
in 2018. The remaining $256,542 (21 percent) came largely from 
the private sector, including individual gifts and corporation and 
foundation support, plus $54,350 from the National Endowment for 
the Arts.

...and where the money went.

Looking back, the Council lowered its administrative overhead while committing increased resources to grants and 
programs. Private-sector support from individuals and corporations/foundations remained strong, and our NEH 
funding was slightly increased.

Looking forward, with state support remaining at the level of $250,000 for the fourth year, our Board approved a 
budget of $1,414,500 for fi scal 2020, reducing the Council’s overall budget by over $60,000. Continued careful 
budgeting and monitoring of expenses will allow us to offer uninterrupted programming throughout the year.
_______________
The fi gures and charts shown here are based on actual, unaudited fi nancial information as reported internally to management and the board of 
directors. The West Virginia Humanities Council is audited annually by an independent auditor, with each year’s audit available for public inspection 
by April of the following year. Fiscal year 2019 ended October 31.

In 2019, 68 percent of Humanities Council expenses went to 
programs and grants (up four percent from 2018), 25 percent 
to administration (down four percent), and seven percent to 
development (same as 2018). The decrease in administrative costs 
was attributable to staffi ng changes during the fi scal year. 

National Endowment 
  for the Humanities

State of West Virginia

All Other Sources

                 The Council experienced a very “balanced” year in 2019. Revenues and expenses 
matched up to within nearly 1% of each other, allowing us to fi nish the year with a slight net income. Careful budgeting 
reduced overall expenses by over $40,000 as compared to 2018, even as we committed more resources to grants and 
programs.

our donor roll continues

REVENUE
National Endowment for the Humanities $722,500
State of West Virginia   $250,000
All other sources    $256,542

Total revenues            $1,229,042

EXPENSES
Programs & Grants
 grants    $271,495
 direct programs   $379,153
 related expenses   $168,160

 total programs and grants  $818,808

Administrative    $307,949
Development    $  88,704

Total expenses                                  $1,215,461

Net Income                   $ 13,581

Programs & Grants

Administration

Development
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Cheryl and Gary HartleyCheryl and Gary Hartley

Kanawha-Roxalana Co.
David King
Scott King - in memory of Chuck 
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   of Betsy McCreight and Sally            
   Richardson
John F. McCuskey
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Dawn Miller and Greg Moore
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Prasadarao Mukkamala
NTV Asset Management, LLC
Patricia Proctor
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Sharon and Jim Rowe
Anne Selinger
Ann Serafi n
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Marlies M. Charbonniez 
Elizabeth Early Chilton 
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Elizabeth Clarke 
Lisa DeFrank-Cole and Jay Cole

Thomas Cook 
Council for West Virginia Archaeology
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Timothy M. Cronin 
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John A. Cuthbert 
LaRee Naviaux and Frank D’Abreo
Betty and Tom Damewood 
Cathy Davis 
Freddy Davis 
Terri and Michael Del Giudice 
Nancy and Bob Douglas 
Kim and Charlie Duff  
Nancy and Bob Douglas Nancy and Bob Douglas 

 
Rose Edington and Mel Hoover 
Linda Elliott and Steve Logan 
Betty and Bill Evans 
Cicero M. Fain III 
Josephine Fidler 
Lynn Firebaugh 
Carly and Bruce Flack 
Anna and Peyton Forbes 
Leska, Mark and Andrew Foster
Lucile and Bob Foster 
Alex Franklin 
Ellen and Dick Freer 
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Paul S. Garrard 
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Cheryl and Keith Marsh - in memory 
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Julian Martin 
Barbara E. and Robert P. Mason 
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Sallie McClaugherty 
Lew McDaniel 
Becky and Carl McLaughlin 
Kakie and Andrew McMillan 
Toni and Tom McMillan 
William P. McNeel 
Val S. McWhorter 
Patty and Jack Merinar 
Richard Merrill 
Mindy and John Miesner 
Montserrat Miller and Dan Holbrook
Susan L. Mills 
Juli and Donald F. Mock III 
Christine and Marc Monteleone
Stephen F. Moseley 
David H. Mould 
Mount De Chantal Alumnae Assoc.
Carolyn and Michael Naylor 
Toni and Bill Nesselrotte 
Harold L. Newman
Emily and Paul Papadopoulos 
Thomas Perdue 
Leslie Petteys 
Christine Jones and Billy Joe Peyton 
Mimi Pickering
Deborah Piscitelli 
PrayWorks, LLC 
Orren L. Rayford 
Maria and Frank Riddel 
Alice Riecks  
Connie Riley 
Ann Robinson 
R. Terrance Rodgers 
Carol and Scott Rotruck 
Becky and Jerry Roueche 
Sharon and Stephen Rowe 
George Rutherford 
Thelma and Mack Samples 
Margaret and Robert Sayre 
Kathy and John Shott 
Sally and Pete Slicer 
Victoria and Peter Smith 
Robin C. and James F. Snyder 
Debby Sonis 
Jennifer Soule 
Mickey and James W. St. Clair 
Sam F. Stack Jr. 
Larry V. Starcher 
Rebecca Frances Steorts 
Becky and Bob Steptoe 
Patricia and Lee Stine 
Ron D. Stollings 

Anne and Dennis Strawn 
Tricia Stringer   
Lynette and Brad Swiger 
Ann and Stanley Tao 
Megan Tarbett 
Eleanor Jayne Taylor 
Carol and Maury Taylor 
Mary T. and Victor Thacker 
Benjamin R. Thomas 
Rebecca and Tom Tinder 
John Tonkin 
Millie Tuckerman 
Lera K. Van Meter and Mark W. 
   Kelley
Thomas A. Vasale 
John T. Wack 
Dale and Hank Walter 
Carolyn Welcker 
West Virginia Archeological Society
Susan and Michael Whalton 
Robert Wheeler 
Rita Wicks-Nelson - in memory of   
   Leonard C. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Wilson 
Joan Wilson 
Rebecca and Kemp Winfree 
Charles Wirts 
Douglas McClure Wood - Trails, Inc.
Jenny Woodson and Jay Davis 
Martha and David Woodward 
Dolores and Bill Yoke 
Karen and Thomas Yokum 
Fred Ziegler  
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Dr. Bernard L. Allen 
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Belinda Anderson 
Colleen Anderson 
Helen Anderson 
Ede J. Ashworth 
Melissa Bannister 
Genevieve Bardwell 
John A. Barnes 
Kenneth T. Batty 
Lynn Bennett 
Wendi and Ricky Benson 
Barbara and Roland Bergman 
Elizabeth L. Beury 
Mary Kay Bidlack 
Heather Biola 
Benjamin H. Blackwell 
Mrs. Carter V. Blundon 
Rebecca Roth and Ted Boettner 
Karen Boles 
Robert G. Bonar 
Charlotte Bowman 
Kent Brayec 
Margaret A. Brennan 
Jody Brumage 
Nancy and Joe Burford 
Connie and John Burgett 
Eleanor L. Byrnes 

Carol and Jack Campbell 
Edwin Cantley 
Victoria Casey 
Anna Chandler 
Chris Chanlett 
Beth and Jeff Chiparo 
Anne Chopyak 
Ann Christy 
Carmella Clark 
Betty Jane Cleckley 
Jo Ann and Jason Conley 
Patty Cooper 
David H. Corcoran Sr. 
Louise W. Cox 
Marlene and Clarence Cross
Jane and Ben Crutchfi eld 
Laura and Steve Cunningham 
Sandra Czernek - in memory of Dr. 
   Charles Daugherty
Kim Dankovich-Taylor 
Mary Lucille DeBerry 
Richard Del Checcolo  
Carol Sue Del Col 
Margaret and John Demer 
Judy and Len Deutsch 
William Frank DeWeese 
Alan DeYoung 
Pattye Dodson 
Arthur R. Doumaux 
Sally Egan 
Denise Ferguson 
Eleanor Finn 
Fort Edwards Foundation 
Fort Seybert Heritage Educational 
   Association 
Monty Fowler 
R. Fred Frum 
Carol Gardner 
Pat and B. J. Garner 
Robbie Gilliam 
Nan Goland 
Max Gottlieb 
Grant County Arts Council, Inc.
Anna L. Gray 
Ruby A. Greathouse 
Diana Kile Green 
Jeanne Grimm
Elmo Grogan 
Sandra Hamon Gunther 
Betty Agsten Hamilton 
Hancock County Historical Museum 
Robert U. Harris 
William L. Harris 
Harrison County Genealogical 
   Society
James F. Hawk 
Dale C. Hicks 
Emily Hilliard   
Historic Shepherdstown & Museum
Mary H. Hodges 
Suzanne Hodroge 
Jane W. Hoffman 
Donna and Eddie Johns 
Susannah G. Johnson 
Meghan Smith and Nathan Jones
Donna and Philip Jones 
Janet and Kirk Judd 
B. J. Kahle 
Charl Kappel 

Kathryn Kay 
Beverly and Thomas Keadle 
Sandi and Mike Keller 
Beverly and Thomas Keadle Beverly and Thomas Keadle 

  
Carrie and Michael Kline 
Anne Lambright and Steven Knopp 
Carol and Alan Kuhlman 
Mary L. Lane 
Karen K. Larry 
Koby Lee 
Kim and Larry Leonard 
Sally and John Lepp 
M. Leann and W. Hunter Lesser 
Walt Lesser 
Louisa Swift and Jack Levin 
Mathew W. Lively 
Lost River Educational 
   Foundation 
Karlyn Lowers 
Raymond Lowther 
Shelley and Lee Maddex 
Madie Carroll House Preservation 
   Society
Nancy Malcomb 
John Manchester 
Ralph Mann 
Sara and Thomas Marchio 
Yvonne and Terry Martin 
Victoria S. Martin 
Jewell Roark Matthews 
Jane and Jeremy McCamic 
Karen Lee and Michael McClung 
Connie and Tom McColley 
Terri L. McDougal 
Pam and Doug McGee 
Mary and Mark McOwen 
Mark A. McRoberts 
Matthew Meacham  
Velma C. and Jerry Meadows 
Judy and Jim Meads 
Sue Miles and Duane Nichols 
Karen and David Miller 
Harry B. Mills, LLC 
G. Thomas Minshall 
Mary Belle and Paul E. Minton 
Rhonda and Harry Mitchell 
Phyllis and Jim Moore 
Diane and Jeffrey Moss 
Sara and Bill Muck 
Patricia S. Nelson 
Norma Newbraugh 
Nancy and Mark Newfeld 
Nancy Norton 
Carol Nutter - in memory of Chuck 
   Daugherty and 
Otis L. O’Connor 
Jennifer Whyte Onks and Brian E. 
   Onks
John Overington 
Eliot Parker 
Victoria Paul        
Ailene Pearce 
Roger L. Perry 
Linda J. Powers 
Cassandra Pritts 
John Rawlins 
Timothy Reese 
Cathy and Joe Rice 
Donald L. Rice
Amy and Rayman Richardson 

   Designates GEM 
        (give-every-month) donors

 Designates 2019 donation     
          in memory of Mark Payne

Erin and David Riebe  
Eleanor Ringel 
Nancy Roberts 
Judy and Tom Rodd 
Larry L. Rowe 
Tony Russell 
Elizabeth Savage 
P. J. and Thomas Scarr 
Dorothy and Bill Scharf 
Karen and Jim Scherr 
Joan B. Schroering 
Paul A. Shackel 
Bob Shumaker and Family 
Fran Simone 
Barbara Ellen Smith 
Katy and Don Smith 
Anna and Kim Smucker 
Kay and Kelly Sparks 
Judy Spradling 
Kaila St. Louis 
Pat and Dave Stanton 
Sam Stetson 
Kathryn Stone 
Karla H. Stull 
Sarah Sullivan and Ricklin Brown
Patrice Summers and David 
   Murphy 
Gerald D. Swick 
Carrie and Jeff Swing 
Jackie Taylor 
Judy and Steven Teaford 
Barbara and Sidney Tedford 
Donald Teter 
Judith Ann Teufel 
The Aurora Project, Inc. 
Maureen and William Theriault 
Susan and Gary Thomas 
Stephen D. Trail 
Wendy Treadway 
Barbara Tuckwiller 
George Updike 
Fawn Valentine 
Diana and Donald Van Horn 
Linda Van Meter 
Melanie Van Metre 
Henry Beach Vickers 
John N. Vielkind Jr. 
Linda Bunce and Michael Vincent
Karen Vuranch and Gene 
   Worthington
Judy Wagner 
Delores and Daniel Ward 
Jo Weisbrod 
Susan and William Wheeler 
Mike Whiteford 
Cassandra B. and William R. Whyte
Joseph Wiest 
C. Michael Williams 
Karol and John S. Wilson Sr. 
Roy Winkel 
Mary-Anne Wren 
Linda Yoder 

West Virginia—its people, its history, its future—is worth investing in. Consider becoming a Council GEM by joining our Give Every Month program! Contact Victoria Paul at 304-346-8500 or v.paul@wvhumanities.org for more information.
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to administration (down four percent), and seven percent to 

was attributable to staffi ng changes during the fi scal year. 

New Board Members Kelli Johnson and Dan McCarthy


